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EHESE Thrie ac bt ments! 
| Excellent Man, whoſe Light 72 
| Jong in bis own Orb, and upon others romd. 
| about him, come Abroad by „ Dee 0 theſe. 
who had a Right to . 7 them fer the, 
ro Good. The Paſtor S. la 
is pe rticutar Flock, contains. 
THE G HT, 83 3. e. 2 
1577 that his Race would 
then prepared it, Li 25 
Coming of his 4 


anſwer its proper. „ 25 . a. 
His Order was, 75 Met 


'o communicate it Toon. 
after lis Decgz le, and ſo it was Sore "IF: 
could be. 


perience of Mankind ſuggeſted 
to him the Weed o tw ach ales, 5 
which may be of lite Bene te others. in. 
like Circumſtances. It is fomew 5) cone 
trattedl for the Readers Eaſe, 355 not dE. 
| parting a tittle from the "Author's 5 Senſe. 
Some Tncidents delay d its Publication ;. but. 
ii is not yet too late, if it meets with due 
Fegard from thoſe who profeſſed not a little. 
fer the Worthy Author while Ring and owe. 
1 Rn to his faithful Admonitions 2 ew. 


en 


> 
mary, yet "agrees. well with his” Own | "ſhort: . 


8 2 
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7125 oO 17 15 


e Sermon on Hab. 3.7 75 3s but. 4 Sum. 
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"manner was to write only Tis Heads and | 
Scriptures, ufing 4 Liberty in preaching as 
the Lord gave him Utterance. , The, Erraus 
of '#his," 1 10 Put us all in mind, to 4 | 
what we tanto tevive the Work of God. 

His Counſel to Youth 7s eat in his 
own Words. Many Tears ago he had im- 
pared it IF divers on Several Occaſions, - 

4 578 255 nerd, that it le enter- 

AN an 12 ed. I. all the 7 hrer 

apers. we, 25 him as One from the. 
Bad. ts Nothing ut what is. 
n 76 s and. the Prophets ; the 
very. Count. of. God. Tate 4 little 
Pains, Re adler, to turn to the, quoted Texts, 
9. Hear, "adi 505 Soul ſhall Ive: " bir if thou 

ſeorneſt, th ou Alone ſhalt bear it. 

'The 970 at "i Funeral i was neceſarily. 

haftentd n "moſt diſtracting 5 0 rcumſtances, 
35 4 mournful Journey „ and. delivered over 

e open. Gave; and Jet fince the Preacher 

c ch Belp it, it muſt accompany. its Bet- | 
ters; 2551 1 the Allowance which every © 
one will bercerue Ft needs. Tt. bad been at 
an fit that * a far better Account were given. 
of the Maß of God deceaſed, but ſuch. 2 
could do it were not then within Call, and | 
the Preacher having no manner of. 17 — bi 
mation, nor | Minutes time to. ſeel it, could | 
only teſtify what he knew, of could recollect. 
Mam valuable. "Manuſcripts 51 the Author 
are in divers Bands, „ But with no Order to 
| Publiſh them ; Jar which and ot her Reaſo aſons,. 
rere they rell, and may the better be ſpared, 
if theſe 10 "well taken C 
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Inftruftion and Advice 'Þ 
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| An d Miniſter to bis Serut 
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FRE Beloved in our Common Lord nd Su 2 
Jeſus Chrift;, "Ss 
RE PÞREHENDING chat ſnottly 1 hy 
ſhall put off this Tabernacle, God, 
IT hope, puts it in my Heart, to 
leave a few Things with you, 
which, by the Bleſſing of God, will be of 
Uſe to you, when ye can fee and hear me 
no more. Theſe are the laſt Words you can 
have from me, _ I doubt not, you'll receive = 
them as qa mM one that had an entire = 
Love for your Souls, living and dying: May 
the God of all Grace i Fabien them on all your- 
Hearts. I write you my Heart as a dying 
Man, not in Elegancy of Speech, but in 
ſuch plain Words, as infinite Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs ſhall ſuggeſt : And in doing this, : 
1 took BY to him, who is by Covenant le 
820 N 1 eacher | 
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Teacher of all Saints, to guide my Mind 
and Pen, to what may be now proper, and 
profitable to you hereafter. ; 4 OY 
I. I will bring to your Minds ſomething | 
of that Providence which directed my Mini- 
ſtry to this Place, and ſome Conſequences 
A N » 
2. I ſhall adviſe you, how to ſecure the 


Fruits of my Miniſtry when I am gone, and.” 


of Chriſt among you: In both I aim at your 
Edification. Oh thou King of Saints! make 
thy Way into the Hearts of this People, and 
ſeal their Inſtruction, and make them know by 
freſh Experience, What it is to Sup with Chriſt, 
and Chriſt with them, | r 
1. As to my entring on the Miniſtry here, 
I was then very 'Young ; but it hath ſince 
afforded me Satisfaction, That I did not run 
before I was ſent, as ſome do. After I came 
from the Univerſity, the Lord made me very 
ſollicitous to know for what I was ſent into 
the World: Being bred a Scholar, I had no 
Mind to Secular Employment : My Inclina- 
tion was all for the Miniftry:;; but one Thing 
much diſcourag'd me, I ſaid, Ab; Lord, I can- 
not ſpeak, for I am a Child. How. can I deli- 
ver the Counſel of God with that Gravity 
and Authoruy as becomes a Miniſter of che- 
Everlaſting Goſpel ? I now ſent niany ſtrong ' 
Cries to Heaven, for. Direction. I con- 
ferr d wich wiſe and holy Men, with whom 
1 thought was the Mind of God, yet could 
not determine my own Spirit, till the Lord 
himſelf, as I apprehended, ſpake to me witk 
a ſtrong Hand, as he did to the Prophet, 
Say not, I am a Child; for thou ſhalt go to all that 
I ſpall ſend thee; aud whatſoever I command thee, 
how; belt pe-. I 


to preſerve the Work of God, and Intereſt, 
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be ſent unto God in the Great Day, whom I as 
a poor Inftrument have begotten to him by 


While I ſolemnly debate theſe Things in 
my own Spirit, Providence gave me an un- 
expected Invitation to be a Lecturer in this 
City: This I more readily Cloſed with, as 
more ſuiting my Principles; for I was to 


S have no parochial Charge, and my Mainte- 
1 nance was to come from the State. wx 
3 : My firſt Sermon was from Phil. 3. 8. I count 
* all Things but loſs for the Excellency of the Know- 
18 ledge of Chrift. The Lord gave me Favour in 
5 7 the Eyes of an aged, wife, holy and expe- 


rienced Miniſter, twho, in tender Love, took 


- much Pains to give me gobd Advice, how 
— to carry my ſelf towards the People. I would 


have thee, (aid he, always chooſe the moſt profita- 
ble Subjects: At firſt * may ſt e 
Learning, but ſtudy then all poſſible Plain- 
neſs in preaching the Goſpel. Plain preach- 
ing, is the only profitable preaching ; Mind 
alle, 2 PE” NI OY not 
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not the Peoples Apꝑlauſe, they that cry thee 
up to Day, will ſhortly cry thee down: 
Study hard, as if no God helped thee, and * 
thou were to do all by the Strength of thy 
own Parts; hut when thou art to deliver 
what thou haſt ſtudy'd for, depend wholly on 
Divine Aſſiſtance, as if. thou hadft done No- 
2 thing; and as if thou wert to fetch every 
* Sentence from Heaven. Oh, thatT had more 


5 obſerved this Excellent Man's Inſtructions! 7? 
N He commended much to me the old Puritans | 
Preaching, and holy, humble Converſations; 
+ as Preſton, Sibbs, Dod, Dyke, Rogers, &c. and 
WM ever ſince I eſteemed all ſuch Men. 
bl After one Years Preaching (Glory, glory 
1 | to the Riches of Grace !), I had ſome viſible 
= Seals of my Miniſtry : ſome began to ery 
'Þ out, e are damned, What ſhall we de o be ſaved? | 
1 As they in Ack. 2. 37. I preached many Ser- 
i} Pſa). 34. mons on, Ob, taſte, and ſee that the Lord is Good. 
1 b. Several came and acquainted me with the 
is Stare of their Souls, readily declaring what 
# the Lord had done for them, and defiring to 


| have a Church erected for Chriſt here; for 
F there was only the Parochial Worſhip, ſave, 
go. - that a few Arminians and Socinians kept 
themſelves diſtinct. When the former called 
me to become their Paſtor, the Weight of 
the Work made me decline it, and propound 
another with whom I might join: They refuſ- 
1 ing this, I was forced to conſider further of it? 
i Theſe People often met to confer, and fer- 
vently to ſeek to God for Guidance in this 
Affair, conſulting alſo the Paſtors of other 
Churches ; which iſſued in this Reſolution, 
Cor. 8. To give up our ſelves to the Lord, and to one ano- 
5. ther by the Will of God. To keep up the Truth 
and Ordinances of thg Goſpel in their Purity, 
according to the Meaſyre of Grace eie 4 
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or the Glory of God, and propagating his 

Goſpel, and for our mutual Edification. We 

did this on a ſolemn Day, aſſiſted by eminent 

Miniſters near us, and had a ſignal Preſence 

: . ̃]²oL. TR 

One Thing I record for the Uſe of others 

after me: It was my cotiſtant Practice after 

SF had finiſhed a Subject, to pray earneſtly, 

= That God would direct my Thoughts to a 

Text moſt ſuitable to the Auditory,” and by 

which he would ſpeak to their Souls; and 

Shclp me in my private Meditations on it: 

and that when I came to give forth what God 

ad given in to me, I might be enabled to 

Weak as of Sincerity, in the 1 5 of God : And Cor. a. 

ben that he would go forth with the Word, 

What it might accompliſh the Work for which 

ne ſent it. Thus holy Bradford ſtudied on his 

knees. | VVV 

Having now preach'd two Sermons on 

Luke 7. 47. Her Sins which are many are forgiven, 

r [be loved much; I thought to inſiſt no more 

on that Text: but for two or three Days, 1 

could not fix my Thoughts on another: And 
one Night in my Sleep my Mind returned 

cso the Kamm Text; much new Matter was 
aggeſted ro me, in ſeveral important Points 

rf Doctrine. I aroſe early and penn'd what 

could remember; concluding, That it was 

f God that I ſhould preach again on that 

TI cx: ; which I did above half a Year, and 

i was rare that a Lord's-Day paſſed wich- 

ut having an Account of fome wrought 

pon. For ought I know, there was more 

= ood done by thoſe Sermons, than by All T 

reached before or ſince. At that Time Ten 

or Twelve were added to the Church in 

u Day, declaring. their Experiences. The 

Wind of the Spirit ds when, and where 
- it 


<— 


„ be 


= — a = = 8 9 5 N n 
"Wat — * „ 3 * 4 — — , * 8 End od AN e 8 A RT C7 * — 4 2 WS 2 4 Ou < 
4 7 Sn = xt ho 2 . > «St 8 2 * . ˖ ˙ r * . _ % 
4 na 8 ** . PEEP. * * pe” 19) 24 . +2, ere ade 5 Ja.” vt 
2 i . 22 — — hontien cnhnanore 1. ed * : 7. CO ries 5 , my «XX <8 ** 
P £ 4 "i Hh ing 1 2 - _ _ 5 2 Ld - , — 
of th . 2 2 0 q 3 < - F 
£ * 2 — hey . = Ar. Jet 19" 0 — re 2 — 1 = 4 


os, 


1 


rr 
— 
7 


c 
Ar 2 2 K Ig > or ages 33 
A „r Tz 2 


8 * 1 a "25 
. —— 4c ory hc 7 W en tors f:᷑˖%%œ n wn. 
4 
* \ . 1 — ” * 
— ” * 0 . * 4 * . » * o » c * 
__ * ER = 1 2 ——_— ** 


. 


— — 


Jobn 21. 


it liſteth. Thus by the Pleaſure of the Great 
Sovereign, Peter and his Company caught 
more Fiſh at one Draught than the Net could 
hold, when all the Night before they 
toiled for nothing. My worthy Friend 
Mr. Jobn Havel, told me, He had ſuch a Pre- 
ſence of the Lord with him in preaching on 
Re vel. 3. 20. Behold 1 ſtand at the Door, and 
knock, &c. as he never had before. 1 
Converſion- work did then go on alſo in 
other Parts of this County, the Lord put it 
in the Hearts of Five or Six of his Servants, 
to go from Place to Place, ſpending a whole 
Day in Preaching and Prayer, and the Hand 


of the Lord was ſo with us, that many be- 


Acts 11. 


- © M 


2 Cor. 2. 


lieved, and turned to the Lord ; and joined 
themſelves to particular Churches. Then our 
Goſpel came not in Word only, but in Power, and 
in the Holy Ghoſt, and in much Aſſurance. The 
People receiv d. the Word which they heard 
of us, not as the Word of Men, but as it is in 
Truth, the Word of God, which effectually worketh 


in them that believe: They became Followers 


of us, and of the Lord: Now Thanks be to God, 
that ſo cauſed us to triumph in Chrit. 5 

Ihe joyful Days continued not long. When 
ſome of Satan's Subjects were ſnatched from 
him into Chriſt's Kingdom, he ſet his Agents 
to Work againſt what was truly Good: When 
a great Door and effectual was opened, there 
were many Adverſaries. While good Preach- 


ing has no viſible Effect, many will bear witeng 
of the 


it: But if People forſake the Way 


Jcha 16. Multitude, and preſs in at the ſtrait Gate, 
33. Acts then expect Trouble in the World. Chriſt's 


14. 22. 


Matt. 16. 
24. Ads 


28. 22. 


2. 


bear no Good - will to true Godlineſs, will ſay 
the worſt of it. I met with Oppoſition from 


2 Tim, z. all ſorts, when it appeared that I differ'd from 


the 
© 4 * 


Followers muſt take up the Croſs. Such as 


8 
"ny 


* 
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of Inſtruction ad Advice, &c. 


1 the common Way of Wor ſhip. In the Year 
16860, I was turned out of my publick Place, 
and deprived of Maintenance. I Was com- 
plimented with great Offers, if I would con- 
orm; but if not, I was ſolemnly forbid to 


WT preach in this Dioceſs: In that Caſe, Chriſt 


having commanded me to preach, I was not 


* 


ſoned. Gloceſter having been for the Parlia- 
ment in the Civil War, and three Months 
beſieged by King Charles I. with 2000 Men, 
at the Reſtauration a new Set of Men were 
put in Places, who thought they could never 
=X ſhew Zeal enough againſt others. My ſecond 
= Impriſonment continued Twelve Months ; 
after which, I did, with Conſent of the Con- 
= gregation, remove to London; where many 
XZ gracious Providences attended me, never to 
be forgotten. In a few Weeks, my Good 
X Maſter found out Work for me, which I 
accepted, reſerving a Liberty to return to my 
X own, when Providence ſhould give Oppor-- 


two very memorable Salvations. In 1665, the 
Houſe I lived in was viſited with the Plague, 
but I was graciouſly preſerved, according to 


unto him belong the Tues from Death: While the 
land of the Lord did go forth againſt that 
place, I was directed alſo to preach on 


co the Diſpenſation. 


Thurſe 


* 


tunity. And now the Lord wrought for me 


Pſalm 91. 5, 6, 7. I hat put me to preach upon 


J Cbron. 7. 13, 14, If I ſend Peſtilence among my 
People, &c. and on Amos 4. 10, 11, 12. ſuitable 


As that Year cut off Thouſands of the In- 
habitants of London, the next deſtroy'd their 
Habitations by a moſt dreadful Fire, troia the 
Lord's-Day Morning, 32 2. to the 
5 £ ' 2 


to be ſilent for Man's Countermand. S0 TANs. 1, 
went on preaching, and was twice impri- 18, 19. 


— * , — M F "a * 7 yp | * "Fn... 1 
F „ 8 5 „ 50 4 kt Hs en D 
. . 1 2 n 
* ” = F \ . Pr 
4 4 * F 9 * om 


* 2 
% 4 12 E X 
F ²˙⁰˙ DOES Sor ren ONO” 
. 3 . — : * 4 * - * 
0 


s. kr 


* 


YL -4 


r 3 CATS 
* + * aches W 


. 


* 


8 


— Op 7 ae — 2 * e nr * N : — : 1 3 * . 
0 -” % > 
1 - * ? T 3 — 3 N TS Y i 4 : * 


1 


— = 


Iſaiah 43. 


2; 31 


7 burſday following: A very Prælude of that 


free, in Love to this People and the Work of N | 


and by God's Help 1 reſolved to follow it; 


final Conflagration, 2 Pet. 3. 10. God ſet 
Bounds alſo to the devouring Flames, and 
the Houſe where I lived was mercifully pre- 
ſerved, tho the Fire was once near us: Thus 
fulfilling the Promiſe. 

In 1672. the King ſetting 


the Diſſenters 


the Goſpel here, I left all my greater Accom- 
modations in London, and continued here till 
our Liberty was again reſtrained; and then 
my Troubles increasd. I was indicted upon 
the Corporation Act, the Penalty of which was 
Impriſonment. I was indicted on the 23d of 
James I. Penalty 20 l. a Month: And upon 
5 Elizab. Penalty to abjure the Realm oc die-. 
At the ſame Time I was excommunicated, 
and the Writ. dc Capiendo was out againſt me: 


5 Ng 5 


Vet did I not ſtir hence but with Conſent of Wl 
the Congregation : and then Providence led 


me to the moſt comfortable Place I was ever 
in. I had a convenient Houſe, in a ſerene = 
Air, and a friendly Chriſtian Neighbourhood, 
and a more liberal Maintenance than elfe- 
where: Here I had Five Years quiet Exerciſe: 8 
of my Miniſtry ; wonderfully hid, when 
others, in moſt Places round about us, were 

in great Troubles. ä weld! | 
i In 1687. the Diſſenters having Liberty once = | 
more, and this Church defiring my Return, 
J conſulted not with Fleſh and Blood, nor regar-" 
ded worldly Intereſt, or the Importunity f 

other good Friends; but at a great Charge 
removed my Family hither again, where I 
knew there was a Spirit of Malignity againit 
the Power of Godlineſs: My Call was: here, 


— 2J 
e 
2 


this being the Place where Providence firſt i 
fixed my Miniſtry, and where Ged manifeſted 
—_ £4 himſelf 


Fe JE N : 2 * 3 
f Inſtruction and Advice, Sc. 13 


„„ R 1 


XZ himſelf to me, and wrought by me more than 
anywhere elſe . 5 
As my Relation to this People was not dif- .  * 
= ſolved, our mutual Affection remained; and 
I concluded, That for them God had pre- 
ſerved me; and I applied to my own Inſtru- 

| &ion the Words of St. Paul. 2 - T1Theſf.2, 
E . Since my laſt Return to ſettle here, I met 7 1 
with ſeveral Things that have greatly exer- 14 15. 

ciſed my Spirit. The Lord hath called home Phil. 1. 3, 

the moſt of thoſe that were eminent for te 11. 
Knowledge, Faith, Holineſs, and Uſefulneſs: 
Survivors hawe not laid to Heart, nor filled up 
their vacant Places. Tho God did memorably 
appear againſt the Enemies of true Seriouſneſs, 
yet a new Generation have vented the like 
Enmity- Their Wings were indeed clipp'd; 
but it appeared what was in the Heart to do. 
We our ſelves had a Price in our Hands, but 
no Heart to improve it for the Honour of the 
CEiver, and Benefit of our o-ẽn Souls: We 

| ſang Gods Praiſes, but ſoon forgat what great 
Salvations he wrought for us. There is among 
us a viſible Decay of the Power of Godlineſs: 
A going into Factions or Parties, and not the 
| former Succeſs of Ordinances, &c. 1) 


121 


If any thing in me is the Caufe thereof, I 14 
have earneſtly pray'd the Lord to ſhew it to 

me, and grant me godly Sorrow for whatever 

is amiſs: Have Mercy upon me, O God, according 

70 thy loving Kindneſs, &c. If for any thing Palm 51. 

in you the Lord is provoked to with-hold the 1112. 

Bleſſing, the Lord diſcover it to you, humble 

you for it, pardon what is paſt, and pur it in 

your Hearts to ſtudy how to promote the In- 

rereft of Chriſt and Religion among you. 

Oh tha: the Work of the Lord in this Place 

may not die with me! *Tis my Soul's earneſt 

Delire to the God of all Grace, that the 
his | Work 
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| Work of the Goſpel may go on after me 
1 more vigorouſly than ever it did in my Time; 
| pfalm go. praying with the Pſalmiſt, Return, O Lord, 8c. 
41 14, 15,16, Let thy Work appear to thy Servants, and thy Glory 
. . to their Children. | RT 


On 


2. Having thus reminded you of Things 
paſt, I am now to adviſe you how to preſerve 
or ſecure the Fruits of my Miniſtry : And 
here I have many Things to ſay to you; but 
will confine my ſelf to the moſt important. 
The Lord give a Blefling, that this my Be- 
queathment may be kept alive in the Minds 
of you and your Poſterity when I am dead 
and gone. , [4 

I. The firſt Thing J leave with you is this, 
Let the preat Truths of the everlaſting Goſpel of 
Jeſus Chrift, be very precious to you. It has 
been my conſtant Care 'to- deliver nothing 


was the very Counſet of God in the Scripture : 
So let it be your Study to be ſound in the Faith, 
and continue in the Truths you have heard 
from me. In Matters of Faith 1 am one with 
the Aſſembly's Confeſſion and Catechiſms. I have 
ſubſcribed the Doctrinal Articles of the Church 


Popery, Socinianiſm, nor any thing contrary to 

ſound Doctrine. Herein follow me as I fol- 

| low'd Chriſt ſpeaking in the written Word, 
Ilal. 8. 20. To the Law and to the Teſtimony. There is no 
2 Tim. z. Occaſion to be wiſe above what is written. 
14, 15,10, Scripture is a complete Rule, and is profitable 
for Doctrine, or to teach all that is to be belie- 

ved; and for Reproof of al} contrary Errors: 

The primitive Chriſtians continued Fredfaſt in 

Adds 2.42. the Apoſtles Doctrine, who had a perfect Know- 


Jch. 16.13. did infallibly teach ii. 


from the Pulpit, but what I was well aſſured | 


F England: I never favoured Arminianiſm, 


ledge of all Truth that was to be taught, and 
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of Inſtruction and Advice, &c. 15 


Tze Churches of Chriſt ſolemnly conſti- 
tuted by Authority of Heaven, are intruſted 

as Keepers of tlie Oracles of God, as the Jewiſh 
Church was of old: The Depoſtum is too Rom. 3.2. 
great co be put in the Hands of this or that — 9.3. 
ſingle Perſon: The Churches of Chriſt have 

tall his Three Offices exerciſed among them, 

is no other Societies under Heaven have. Rev. 1. 12, 
Where the Churches of Chriſt are called“ 16. 
Golden Candleſticks, for holding the Light or 
Knowledge of the Myſteries of the Kingdom Cor. 4.6. 
of Heaven. Chriſt in the midſt of them is girt 1 Theſſ. 5. 
about the Paps with a Golden Girdle, denoting his 5, 6, 7. 
Prieſtly Office and Attire. His Head and Hair Exod. 28. 
bite as «now, his Eyes as a Flame of Fire; de- 4, 40. 
note his Prophetick Office; and the Clearneſs 39. 27- 
and penetrating Efficacy of his Word. His Heb. 4. 12. 
Feet like fine burning Braſs, and his Voice as of 

any Waters, &c.; Which ſets forth his exer- 

iſing kingly Authority in his Churches by 

due Diſcipline, dealing ſeverely with ſuch 
Members as walk contrary to the Goſpel ; 

alſo treading under his Feet, and cruſhing 

all wicked Oppoſers and Perſecutors. He will 

either make them bow to his royal Sceptre, 

or break them. He will be terrible to his Ene- 

mies, but keep his faithful Servants ſafe in his 
Right-Hand. All his Adminiſtrations in 

is Churches will be awful and glorious. 

Since then He there exerciſeth his Office of a 

rophet, ſee that ye continue in all his Do- Ads 3. 22. 
Errine. And the Churches muſt alſo as Candle- 0 
Licks hold forth the Light of Chriſt to others Ezek. 34. 
About them. From you ſhould the Word of the 26. 

Lord ſound out. The Lord make you continue 2 Theſſ: 
"oY < Golden Candle} ick, that your Light may K 8. 2 
Whine bright and pure to all about you. = OD 6 
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Beware 
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Beware of Doctrinal Errors as of other 
Sins: They are Soul-infecting Evils, and 
often prove molt dangerous; as that Leaves, 
Mat. 16. of the Phariſees and Sadduces. Leaven ſpreads 


4 L ſelf through the Maſs, ſours it all, and 


makes it ak and ſwell. Beware of any | 
Opinions that puff you up with high Conceic 


of your ſelves; as if now you were got into 
a Form above others, and might look down 


on them as Underlings : The Heads of | 


Kickety Children grow big, while the other 
Parts are weak and languiſhing : So ſome 


Profeſſors have Notions of high Things, 
While there is little true Grace and Holineſs : 
in their Hearts. Suſpe& fuch Principles as 
puff you up, or ſour your Spirits, and cauſe 


you to confine your Love to a Party, having 


little Eſteem of any that differ from you, tho" | 
ſo Gracious and Holy, as that God admits | 
them to Communion with himſelf. Epb. 4., | 
11, to 16: See and confider that Scripture, | 
and 'x {im 6. 37 4, 1. 2 750. 2. 16, 17, 19. 
I Tim. 1. Error in Fundamentals mult needs be a great | 


19, 20. Evil, becauſe God commands that ſuch be 


* 


it. 3. 10. cut off by Ex communication. : 


Beware of Opinions thar tend to magnify 


any Power in fallen Man; for Nature im- | 
Joh. 3. 6. proved is but Nature ; That which is born of the | 
2Cor. 5. 17. fleſÞ is fleſh. Regeneration is a ſupernatural L 


xPet.1.23. Work of the Holy Ghoſt on finful Man, 


2 Per. 1.4. whereby his whole Nature is changed and 
made New. Of our ſelves we are not ſuffi- 


2 Cor. 3. 5. 
1 


9, 10. Cient to think a good Thought. The Spirit 
2 Cor, 3. accompanies the Word, and teaching by it, 
doth enlighten the Underſtanding to diſcern 
„Spiritual Things. Allo there muſt be a Day 
1 Joh. 2. Of Power from on high, to make the Sinner | 
20, 27. Willing to forſake all and every Sin, and 


14, 16. 
Eph.1.i6 
17, 1 8. 


heartily 
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of Inſtruction and Advice, c. 17 


neartily receive Chriſt upon Goſpel Terms. Pſal. 110. 
They will not elſe come to Chriſt for Life. Yea, 2 . N. 
Noa man can come, ſave, whom the Pather draws. e 


et on the other hand. Be as ſhy of Opini- Joh. 5. 40. 


ons that corrupt the Doctrine of Grace. The Joh. 6. 44, 
Spirit of God worketh in us both to will and to do: 45. 
But think not, that therefore we are to do no- 
Ething ; for we muſt do whatever lies in our Pow- 
er; and then, we are in God's Way, to re- 
Weive more Power. God the Author of Na- 
ture has endued us with rational Faculties, 
and we are to make uſe of them; He hath 
appointed Means whereby Grace is to be 
rough in us, and we are to attend on God in 
the Uſe of thoſe Means; but if any live in the 
ppilful Neglect thereof, there is no Ground to Prov. 8. 


— 


expect that God's Spirit will work Grace in 3233,34. 
them. Remember this one Thing; put forth * 
wh" 1 : | 31. 

Il your Power, to get Grace and Glory; be 
gas diligent as is poſſible, to make your ſelves 
Holy and Happy; and when you have done 
our utmoſt, depend on the Spirit of Grace, 
o work in you, all the good Pleaſure of his 
Vill, as if you had done Nothing. For it is Eph, 1 
ot of him that willeth or runneth, but of God that 11. 
xeweth mercy, This is my firſt Advice, Be Rom. 9. 
ound in the Faith: and to that end oblerve 16, | 
theſe Two Things. OZ 58 
1. What God hath joined together, you 
1 uſt never put aſunder; the Word and Spirit 
t God muſt always go together. If any 
pretend to Revelations and Raptures, What 
hey ſay is not to be heeded, if it is not ac- Joh. 16. 
Fording to the written Word. God may re- 13. 
real to ſome Perſons, ſome future Events of 8 _ 
Providence: but theſe are not New Articles Prov. zo. 
f Faith. Ye ſba'l not add to the Nord that I com- 6. Iſa. 59. 
rand yu. 21. Rev. 

ap | 22. 18, 
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Col. z. 17. 
1 Tim. 2. 


Thom! 8 be accepted in your Addreſſes to God, unleſs # 


| Hebir2, Graces of the Spirit in us. Serve the Lord with 
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2. Take great Care to have a holy, 
learned. Miniſtry. A Miniſter ſhould have a 
good Meaſure of Learning, to expound and 
apply Scripture: But had you a Paſtor ofthe 
greateſt Abilicies and Learning, that will not 
do without Holineſs; Lights and Perfections 
are the Urim and Thummim, in Deut. 33. 8. and 


1 Tim. 4. : nt 
16. Acts muſt be ah every Miniſter. 


N. 3. II. 1 wou'd have you keep to the ſame way of N 
17. Worſhip which 1 have preached, profeſſed, and 
N ever practiſed among you. I live and die in 
the Perſuaſion, That it is in all Things ac- 
cording to the Goſpel, ſo would not have you 

deviate from it. As you keep the great 

Truths of the Goſpel without mixture of 

Errors, ſo keep up Goſpel-Ordinances in their 
primitive Purity, without mixture of - Humane 
inveations, Rites or Ceremonies, Jewiſh, 
Heatheniſh or Antichriſtian. We are to 

Joh. 4.21, worſhip God in the Spirit. Jehovah, the | 
f only true God, and no other, is to be 
113. 3: a 3 | 
Rom. 5.6, the Object of your Worſhip, and all | 
Exod. 20. Your Addrefſes to him muſt be thro! 
Jeſus Chriſt the only Mediator. You 
cannot be ſpiritual Worſhippers, without the 
gracious Aid of God's Spirit. Nor can you 


o 


26. 27. your Perſons be united to Chriſt by Faith, , 
* 2®. and ſo in a State of Juſtification. In all 
4.66. Acts of Worſhip, we ſhould be exerciſing the 

28. Pf. x. Fear; and be in Charity with Men. And ſeek 
11. therein to experience Communion with God 
„„ more and more; and ſome further Con- 
1 Tim. +. formity to him, that you may come off 
9. from Duties, with more Divine Impreſſes, and 
1 Joh. 1. ſo may be more Spiritual, and Heavenly- 
3. 2 Cor. minded, | ; = 


Wo 
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But as to Ceremonies deviſed and impoſed 
by Men, in God's Worſhip,” fand faſt in the Gal. 5. 1. 
liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made you free. And be 


the f nor the Servants of Men. If he with his Blood! Cor. 7. 
bath purchas'd you a Freedom from the Cere- 4 
= W monies, which God himſelf did once enjoin, 

= RX much more from all Humane Eeremonies. 

IIIIn all Matters of Faith and Worſhip, none has Mat. 23. 
Sills Authority over your Conſciences but God. 9: 
YE 5 ive all due Reſpect to Men whom God hath 5 
" Her in Authority, and obſerve their Injuncti- | 
- 12 ons, ſo far as they agree with God's Com- 

ac- Zmands. Bur if any impoſe on you in Reli- Mat. 10; 
you gion, what the great Law-giver hath not im- 
N poſed, ſuch do entrench on his Prerogative, 
5 and we muſt with holy Boldneſs bear a Teſti- _ 

er mony againſt them. So did Daniel and his Dan. 3. 
anc WE Companions. So did the Apoſtles. Render 16, 

iſn, to Cæſar readily, and for Conſcience ſake, what — ky 

% is due to Cæſar. It is from an- Antichriſtian 3, 6. La 

the Bl Spirit that any take upon them to impoſe Rev. 13. 

be Doctrines and Forms of Worſhip which Chriſt 16, 17. 

all hath not impoſed. Such Adulterating of 
ro ME Chriſt's Ordinances marrs their Native Beauty 
Lou and Glory. Men do thereby take upon them 

the co be wiſer than Chriſt and his Apoſtles, tell- 
you ing us, it is moſt decent and orderly, that the 
leſs | Ordinances ſhould make a pompous, magni- 
ith, ficent Show: But what is neareſt to Chriſt's 
all Preſcription, is really moſt decent. 1 Cor. 7. 
che Its obvious, that ſome lay greater Streſs on 10 
with obſerving theſe Ceremonies, than on keeping 135 2 
cek of Chriſt's Commands; and ſee what te 
I Scripture ſays of ſuch : that many ſuch Mat. 1. 2 
on- Worſhippers have a firm of Godlineſs without the 9: 5 
off Power of it. One End of Chriſt's coming, was 8 
and to put an End to Moſaical Ceremonies; for 
V- Chriſt was ſignify'd by them; and when Col. 2. 
Cbriſt was come, there was no more Occaſion “ Eph. 

But 3 = C 4 | 6 14, 15. 
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L Eph the Name, and by the Authority of Chriſt, 
1s 7 22. Matth. 16. 18, 19. When a Church of Chriſt 


of them. So that to keep them up ſtill, is 

to make void one End of his Death, or 
virtually to deny that he is come. And 

it is plain, that Patrons of Ceremonies prove 
Perſecutors: for to inflict Penalties on Perſons 

for their walking according to Chriſt's Rule, 

and the Dictates of Conſcience regulated 

by the Word, is Perſecution, tho' it be by the 

Law of the Land: The Spirit of Chriſt and 

the Goſpel allow no ſuch thing: He ſends to 

Luke 14. compell Men to come in. i. e. oniy by the moſt 
73. forcible perſuaſive Arguments laid before 
them, to convince them, that it is their Duty 

and Intereſt to comply freely to Chriſt's Calls. 


III. As you are a Society or Spiritual Cor- 
poration, it muſt, be your great Care and | 
Concern to keep up the Diſcipline of Chriſt. As | 
ſingle Chriſtians are to obſerve Chriſt's Rules | 


Phil. 1. for managing their Hearts and Lives aright: 
27. IPet. 80 
2. 12, 


5,6. City of the Lord our God. To this Houle, the 
Pſal. 48. Church of Chriſt, there is à Key, both of 


8, 12.— Doctrine and Diſcipline, to be made uſe of in 
122, 3. 


doth doctrinally declare, That Impenitent 
Sinners 


particular Churches having ſolemnly gi- 
ven up themſelves to the Lord, ſhould ob- 
ſerve the Rules which the Lawgiver has pre- 
{cribed for ſuch Societies; and that I call the 
Diſcipline of Chriſt, Col. 2. 5. or Order of 


* of Inſtruction and Advice, &c. 21 


on from Principles to Perfection. 


Perſon, 1 Cor. 5. and do not give Proof of 
true Repentance, ſuch being apr to infect 14. 
others with their Sin, are to be cut off from 
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Sinners are bound over to Wrath; or pronoun, 
ces the Penitent to be pardoned of God thro 


C briſt, God ratifies their Sentence in Heaven. 
| When any Member of the Church is juſtly 


excommunicated, and for Obſtinacy in Sin, 
is bound over to Wrath; or when ſuch a 

Member is abſolved by the Church in Chrift's 

Name, upon giving good Evidence of Re- 
pentance, the Sentence is of Force. It be- 

longs to this Diſcipline of Chriſt, that you 

carefully obſerve the Laws of Chriſt, declar- 

ing who ſhall be admitted Members of his Church. 

They muſt be viſible Saints, that is, accord- 1 Cor. f. 
ing to a Judgment of rational Charity, Saints 2, 4, 5,6. 
indeed. They muſt have competent Know- * 

| ledge in the Principles of the Doctrine of Por f. 
Chriſt, and ſo be able to make Confeſſion of; 4 * Fs 
the Faith, as Peter did, Mat. 16. 16. and going 19. 22, 


| And. ſurely Phil. 1. 2. 
Saints muſt be of holy, blameleſs Lives: So _ 1. 25 


of 


were the Apoſtolical Churches conſtituted : 1 Ther x. 


They mult all underſtand the Duties of 2, 3, &c. 


Church-members, both towards them that are Heb. 6. 1. 
over them in the Lord; and towards one ano: 


Col. 4. 17. 
ther; and towards thoſe without, And they 5 F 
ſhould be able to admoniſh one another for mu- 


| v. 14, 15 
| tual Edification. See that ſuch only be ad- Mat. 18. 


micted or receiv d : But if any Member of 15 15: 


arm 6. 2. 
ol. 4:5. 
Rom. 15. 


the Church prove ſcandalous, as that unclean 


che Communion of the Church in the Name 
of Chriſt. Or delivered to Satan for deſtructiion v. 3 . 
of the Fleſh, that the Spirit may be ſaved. So, if 11. 


an do err in a fundamental Article of Faith, 
and perſiſt therein, without Repentance, 
ſuch are, after a firſt and ſecond Admonition 1 Tim. 1. 
d be cut off, that they may learn not to blaſpleme. 9, 20. 


And Tit. 3. 10. 
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ii And if the Sin of a Member ſeems not to be 7 
1 great, in it ſelf, yet, Contumacy in that Sin 
1 | is judged a ſufficient Cauſe of Excommuni- * 
bY cation ; for to deſpiſe the Care and Autho- 
i rity of a Church, increaſes the Offence, 
1 Mat. 18. 15, 16, 17. But when a Perſon that 
1 was juſtly excommunicated, gives Evidence 
8 of Repentance, that Sentence is to be taken 
8 off, and the Perſon to be receiv'd again; 
1 2 Cor. a. whereby the Church confirms its love to the 
Wl. 6511. Penitent. Be ye carefull to keep up this Holy 
1 Diſcipline in this Church. : 
3B 
| * a Gb IV. For maintaining the Practice of God- 
= -- lineſs in all the Parts of 1 Converſation, 
. I beſeech you, take heed to theſe following 
"A Advices. | 0 
bi 1. You that are a Church of Chriſt, ſhould 
8 as conſtantly as you can, attend on the Admi- 
1 niſtration of God's Ordinances in this Church, 
* as the Primitive Chriſtians did, 44, 2. 42. 
18 Ads 20. 7. And without very juſt Cauſe, none 
1 of you ſhould be abſent from Church- Aſſem- 
WW. blies, Heb. 10. 25. For if one may be willingly 
78 abſent, ſo may all the reſt ; whereby the 
„ Society would be ſhortly diſſolved. 
730 2. You the Members of a Church, ſhoul 
1 | be careful not to go into Factions and Parties, 
; 1 Cor. 1. as ſome Corinthians did. They overvalued 
. „ 12. ſome of the Teachers for their Gifts, Parts or 
wy — and ſlighted others that were 
bulb not ſo gifted. Now, concerning them that 


did ſo, it appears, that they experienced 
little of the Work of the Holy Ghoſt on their 
Hearts, by the Miniſtry of thoſe they 
had in ſuch Admiration ; only their Ears 
were tickled with high Words, or fine Sounds: 
Therefore the Apoſtle fticks not to tell _ 

| 9 


# 
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7 
7 


* 


de ; 22 are Carnal, and Not Spiritual. And the! Cor. 3. 
sin Men they magnify'd and cry'd up, did, by 3: 


X making a Shew of their Gifts, ſeek popular 
Applauſe, more than the Glory of God, or 

doing Good to Souls: Chriſt's ſincere Servants 

preach not themſelves, but Chriſt Feſus the Lord, 2 Cor. 4. 
and that not in the inticing Words of Muns Wiſ- + Ip 1 
om, but in the Demonſtration of Spirit and Power. 1, 4, "Ic 
Ehe Bleſſing of the Goſpel is not owing to 
he Preacher's Gifts; the beſt Miniſters are 
put Inſtruments in God's Hand, who makes 
chis, or the other Miniſter uſeful, according to 
nis Sovereign Pleaſure, i Cor. 3. 5,6, 7. If Men 
put their Gifts to other Uſes than God gave 
them for, they rob him of his Glory, and are 
like to have their Gifts blaſted, 1 Cor. 12. 4, 5, 
6, 7. But let no Parties be fomented amon 
you, by this, or any other Occaſion. You'll have 


| many Enemies from without; therefore avoid 
mi- EE Diviſions among your ſelves. | 
ch, WE 3. As your Calling is High and Holy, 


ſtudy to walk worthy of it, unto all pleafing : be- Eph. 4. 1. 
ling fruitful in every good Work. Be Holy in Pi 
all Converſation, and ſo adory the Doctrine of 11. — 
od our Saviour, As ye have Spiritual Privi- Col. x. 
leges, and Aſſiſtance beyond others, ye ſhould 12. 
be more Spiritual in Practice, and do better Phil- pe 
han others, that ſeeing your good Works, they 40 a = 
7 ay glorify your Father in Heaven. Be wiſe as Mat. 3. 
Serpents, but harmleſs as Doves, and walk ſo 16, 46,48. 
warily, as to give no Offence to Jew or Gentile. 4 " 
Offences muſt and will come, but Moe to that; Cr . 


Cor. 10. 
an by whom the Offence cometh. | CET owe 


ced 4. You that are a Church of Chriſt, ſhould 

heir xCell the World in loving one another : Its Eph. 5,2. 
hey hrift's new and great Commandment, *- | 
Bars Phereby all Men ſhould know his Diſciples, 

ids: Tob. 13.34, 35. Epb. 4. 31, 32. Phil. 2. 2, > pp 
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il) : © — WT OW 18, 19, 20. Ye ſhould ſo in- in 
+ creaſe — abound in Love, as to be ready to do 
all Offices of Love to Souls and Bodies ; for- 
giving, forbearing and ſuccouring one ano. 
ther; and let each one eſteem another better 
than himſelf; and look not every Man on his 
own Things, but every Man alſo on the 


F-Y 


Things of others, aiming and deſiring to 


ſerve their Intereſt as your own. 
5. You ſhould watch over one another for 
Good, and not for Evil, and confider one ano- 


Heb. 10. they to provoke unto Lowe and good Works. If you 


* ſee, or hear any Thing amiſs in your 
| Brethrens Converſation, . go and tell them 
plainly of it, in Faithfulnels to their Souls: 


Lev. 19: but take var up Reports againſt them, or ſpread! Wi 


3 fuch Reports to others, as Whiſperers and 


Backbiters uſe to do; and other buſy-Bodies, or 
idle Perſons, to the Deſtruction of true Love: 


Such diſorderly Perſons are Make- bates, and 
the Peſts of all Society, r Theſ. 4. 1. 2 T1 beſ. 
3. 12, 12. Take great Care that none of you 


abaxt (6s 4 Tale-bearer. And if any do ſo, 
1 1 *- 


an angry Countenance drive ay a back- 
98s > biting Tongue. 
TY 6. It were well if every Church could and 
20," would ſee at leaſt to ſer their own Poor at Work, 
or, however, .take Care that no Member 
thereof want Neceſſaries. The primitive 
Chriſtians were free-hearted on this Occaſion, 
Act. 2. 44, 45-—-4..34t0 37. And an Office 


of Deacons was erected for this very Purpoſe, 7 
to look after the Poor, Ad. 6. 1, 2, 3 3. A. 


11 n 1 ſnould be ready to diſtribute to the Neceſſities of 


11.9. the Saints. 1 —5 if we, thus ſen bountifully, 
fo ſhall we reap, 2 Cor. 8. 1, 2, 4. —9. 
to 8. It is for our Trial that we Have the 

Cal. G. 10. Poor always with us. 
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| 4 your mf boly Faith, praying in the Holy Gboſt. 16. 17. 
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, _ of Inſtruction and Advice, &c. 

J. They chat are a Church of Chriſt, know- 
ing that it is more bleſſed to give than to receius. 
ſhould ſtudy how they may be @ Bleſſing to all Exck. 34. 
bat are about them. To which End they ſhould 26. 
conſult how they may propagate the Goſpel ? 1 
to others, and promote ſome good Work 7“ 
in the World, and be Examples to others in 

their Places, that they may not be Unfruitful. Tit. 3. 8, 
| Finally, The Members of a Church ſhould 14. 

be much in the Duties of mutual Edification, as by | 
Holy Conference, Oc. Building up your ſelves on Mal. 3. 


We Theſe are ſome of the Things, wherein the * * 2 
W Churches ſhould excell others in Conver- „ 0 
fa tion. ot 1 1 | 
V. Now, to preſerve among you Primitive 
Doctrine, pure Ordinances, ſtrict Diſcipline, 

and the whole Practice of Godlinęſs in its 
Power, and not only in Form, or fair Out- 
ſide, I know of no one Thing that more con- 

= cerns you, than your being more than ordinarily care- 

ul in your Choice of. one to ſucceed me as your Paſtor. 
Oh! that he may be a Man after God's own _ 
Heart, to feed your Souls with Spiritual Un- Jer. 3. 15. 
derſtanding. Ye know, the Means are to be al. 
ways ſuited to the End. Whatever were Chriſt's: 

== Ends in Inſtituting a Goſpel-Miniſtry, _ 
erecting a Church in the World: You mu 
have all thoſe Ends in your View when ye go 
about to chuſe a Paſtor, elſe you are in Danger 
do commit a fatal and fundamental Error. 


Let your Choice be fuch as may in ſome good 


XX Meaſure anſwer all Gods Ends; viz. That 
the preſent Members of the Church may be 
more and more edifyed in their moſt Holy 
Faith; That ſerious Perſons may be made 
more ſerious, and not leſs ſo; and that Sin- 
ners yet aſleep in their Sins may be awaken'd, 
0 . | * 
= convinced, and their Hearts turned to the 
T D Lord: 
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1 Theſe arethe e for which God ap- 
5 ointed a Goſpel- M iniſtry, Ver 28. 19, 1 "8 
ou had need therefore have's 600d Erideneg 7 
of the Perſon you chuſe for „our Miniſter, 
chat he be One that is very"Terions himſelf, 
and who hath Experience'of Work of Evan- 
| Bp Fr elical Converſion upon himſelf, eMehe is not 
i 1 Tim. 1. ike to be Inſtrumental in converting Sinners; 
0 12,13-14-Ortokeep up and increaſe Seriouſneſs inorhers, 
[i | Wherefore © Ain atv 

: . Begin not. hs Baſiek: of chuſing a Pa. 
ſtor, till each of you apart, and All of you 
together, have, with ſolemn Seriouſneſs and 
Sincerity, intreated- the Lord, That He him- 
ſelf would chuſe for you, and would direct Y 
and manage all your Spirits in this important 
Matter; as Adi 1. 21. to 24. Chriſt himſelf I 
by his practice has left us a Precedent in this 
Caſe: When he would chuſe his Twelve 
Apoſtles, he firſt ſpent a whole Night alone 
in earneſt Prayer ; Luke 6. 12, 13: And ſo BY 
he directs us to pray God to ſend forth Lalourer | 

Mat. 9. into bis Harve#t, The Prayers of the Faithful, MI 
36,37, 36. jf any thing, will prevait— Chriſtians ant 3 
Phil. 4 6. in every thing make their Requeſts knqwn to God; 3 
8 _ more in ſuch a Work as this, wherein 
bY e Glory of God, and the eternal Welfare ⁵³ 
"wy their own immortal Souls, and of 'their Fa- 
WE): milies and Poſterity, are ſo deeply concerned. 
„ 2. After ſuch ſerious Prayer, e narrowly: = 
. into your own Hearts, and every one of you Wl 
2: be able to ſay, as in the Sight God, *'Tho! 1 
=_ * © Tefteem ſuch or ſuch ighto that is propo- | 
. 0 : fed, for ſome deſerving Excellency in him, 
N yet, by God's Help, Ireſolve in this Matter 

to lay aſide all carnal Conſiderations, and 

= c I will give my Vote for no One, however 
25 near or dear to me, without ſome probable AY 
BB * co conclüde, That, by the wy 2 
ing | 
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( < ſing of God, be is like to anſwer the afore- 
- I ſaid, Ends of erecting. a Churc 5 for, his 
Las. well as for his Learning, 2 Cor. 6. 3, 
= © Approving. gur ſelves, as the, Miniſters of God by Tim. 4. 
Punengi, &c. The ſpiritual Gifts, are f 11 125 
great Excellency and Ornament of a Mint , Tim. 2. 
ſter; and the Holy One may work by a gifted 22. 
Judas, While he bath not diſcovered his rotten 
Heart by overt. Acts; (and an unſanctify d 
Man may by Induſtry acquire great Abilicies), 
Vet where Gifts, are without true Grace, its 
very rare that God makes uſe of ſuch Mini- 
ſtry to do good to many Souls: For ſuch Men 
5 commonly have more regard to their OWn 

== Honour than God's: And others fooliſhly ad- 
WE mire them, white they gain no real, Spiritual 
Advantage by them, but only feed as upon a 
= liccle Air and Aſhes; and ſo, like Perſons in 
a Dream, fanſie themſelves to be at a, rich 
FPFeaſt, but awake Hungry, 1/2. 29. 8. Zecb. g. 
6. The Lord's Work is not carry'd on by hu- 
mane Power, but by his Spirit, 1 Cor. 1. 18, 
19, 20% 22. 14 2410151 3 2 


e 
e 


3. When any One is propounded to your 
Choice, I would have you get the beſt Infor- 
mation you can, That he is One whom God 
= hath owned to be an In{trument in the Con- 
verſion of ſome Sinners: I will not ſay, That 
every one whom God puts into the Office of 
the Miniſtry, hath Succeſs therein: but there is 
Nothing in the World that a faithful Miniſter 
doth more deſign and endeavour than the 
Salvation of his own and others Souls. To 
E ſucceed in that, is much to his Content; 
and without that Succeſs, no Profits or Ap- 
plauſe in the World gives him any Satisfaction. 
his is che chief of his Concern: This puts 
bis on logking up to God for Direction and 
4 ä Help 
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Help to ſpeak Words in Seaſon to the Hearers 
Souls: In private Study his Eye is upon that; 


and he ſeeks to have the Truths he preaches 8 


to others, imprinted on his own Heart; and 
when he has delivered his Sermons:tho* it be 
ſo as the Hearers are pleaſed,” he thinks not 
that his whole Work is done, unleſs: he find 
that ſome can ſay from their Experience, 
that the Word preached was the Power of God to 
their Salvation. If it be found fo, that's his 
great Rejoicing: But if not, then he hath 
Sorrow of Heart, and enquires the Cauſe 
thereof, in himſelf or in the People; HO 
defiring that all Obſtructions may be removed. 
Tf he hath been long with a People, and has 


no viſible Succeſs, he would be glad if God's 


Providence would open 2 Door to him elſe- 
where : This is 4 man of God indeed, but rare to 
be found in our Day: The Lord find out ſuch 
Cor. 12. 4 One for this Place! I ſeek not yours, hut you: I 
=_ 1 travail in Birth again, until Chrift be formed in you. 
I took Pains for your Converſion from Heathe- 
niſm ; and now, ſince I hear of your embrac- 
ing a pernicious Error, I am in new Pains, | 
and my Travail will never be over till you 
are confirm'd in the true Knowledge of Chriſt, 
1 Cor. 4. 15. Iſa. 49. 4. —53. I. 1 Cor. 16. 8, 
9. 2 Cor. 2. 12,14; 1, 16. e 
4. Chuſe One that is truly humble; One 
that is nat lifted up by his Gifts and Accom- 
pliſuments, tho' he hath ſome Spiritual At- 


taintnents or Enjoyments above others: He 


looks on all that he has, as low and 


mean in Compariſon of what they might, 


and ſhou'd be; and of what ſome others 
have, and the Greatneſs of his Work re- 
quires. If Succeſs attends his Labours, he 
ſees no Cauſe to arrogate to himſelf the 
Honour thereof: So St. Paul, 1 Cor, 15. 9, 10. 
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1 2 Cor. 2. 14. He would have every Thought We 
of his ſubjected to Chriſt, 2 Cor. io. 4, 5. If 
. ſelf-exalring Thoughts riſe, he is humbled for 


them before the Lord. If any cry him up, 
he cannot bear it: If any will in Love tell 
him of his Failings, he takes that as a real 
Kindneſs, Pſal. 141. 5. He is free and familiar 
with the pooreſt and meaneſt of them that 
fear God, Pſal. 119. 63. His Garb and Ap- 
| 'parel ſhow his Humility, and an Exemplary 


= Gravity is in every Part of his Converſation. _ 
| A Biſhop is to be Kirwns, of good Behaviour: 1 Tim. 3. 


Modeſt and lowly both in the Temper of his 
Mind, and in external Habit, and Manners; 
wherein, there is a certain Decorum belong- 
ing to his Holy Office. The-old Puritans, 
did above all Things, ſtudy to adorn their 
Minds with Spiritual Graces, and to Evidence 
the Power of Godlineſs in every Part of their 


and little of the Power of Godlineſs appears in 
their Converſation: To adorn the Body with 


Age, eſpecially of the Females, wherein they 
preach againſt this Exceſs in others, if they 


Offence at ſmall. Matters without juſt Cauſe: 
Humility would incline a Miniſter to conde- 
ſcend to ſuch, while there is Hope thereby to 
win them over to a thorough Compliance to 
Chriſt's Holy Ways. He muſt expect to meet 
with Affronts and Injuries, not only from the 
Prophane, but Unkindneſſes and Slights from 
ſome formal, ill-natur'd Profeſſors: All 
0 | which 


* 


* 


2, 


Lives: Alſo their outward Habit was ſober, 
grave and modeſt : Bur Profeſſors now, do 
Iittle ſtudy to adorn their Souls with Grace, 
fine Cloaths is all the Humour of the preſent 


ſwerve from the Rule. But how can Miniſters 1 Tim. 2. 


„ 0: 


and theirs are alike gawdy, vain and expen- 1 Pet. 33. 
| five? A Minifter muſt be truly humble; 
for ſome Profeſſors are weak, and apt to take 


1 Cor. 9. 
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Rom. 12. tiently ; ſhewing all a4 to all men, ſo to 1 
21. overcome Evil with Good. 


Which perſonal Indignities he muſt take 5 


- Bleſſing thoſe ther 


Tit. 3. i curſe him. * For the Pr actice of. all this, there * 


Mat. 5. muſt be more than Fleſh, and Blood: true 
Nom. 12. Humility will make a Man ſay, Let others 
17 to 20, think or ſpeak as meanly of me as they will, 
I'll think more meanly of my ſelf. Let them 
cenſure me, I'll. judge r ee ſeverely: 
I have deſerved no ſuch Treatment at their 
Hands; but by ſuch Means, Gad is doing me 
more Good; 1 look more into my Heart 3.1 
pray oftner; I find out more Sins thangl | 
thought on, and repent more thorough 
than I had ever dene, 2 Sam. 16. f to 12 
5. When you are to chuſe a Paſtor, to 
IF whoſe Conduct you are to give up your Souls, 
chuſe not One too Young. 4 Paſtor has more 
Work to do than to pen à few Sermons, or 
deliver them with a Grace. He muſt be ex- 
perienc'd in the great Truths of the Goſpel, 
and in all the Concerns of Souls ; wer 


— Y ns t! 


had need be a Man of great Solidity and Wil- 


dom. A. young Man is apt to be too well 

opinionated, of his Parts and Performances, 

and that ſpoils All. Where ſpiritual Pride as 
_ predominant,” God delights not in, and ſeldon 

Jam. 4 6, does Good to Souls by ſuch, He refſterb the | 
proud: and a. Novice, a new Convert. being 
1 Tim. 3. puffed up with Pride, fa into the Condemnation of 

6. the Devil. All the 0 Converſion that ſome 

know, is this; They, haye ſpent ſo many 

Years in a courſe of Learning, and then are 
thought fir to preach, tho utter Strangers te 

a Work of Regeneration, and true Serioul- 

neſs. A Paſtor had need alſo of a ſpecial 

Gift for Government in the Houſe of God, 

1 Jim. 3. 5. He muſt ;exerciſe the Diſcipling 

of Chillin che Spc of Chuift ; having 

; Fe 


2 n „e £2 © X&# © „ „ „ A 


Zcal for God according to Knowledge, elſe be 
may ſoon do more Hurt than Good, Jam. 3. 17. 
FTnerefore he had need be not very young, 
but experienced in all Church-Affairs. 
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6. IJ make it my earneſt Requeſt; that in 
chufing my Succeſſor, you will take the Judg g- 
ment and Advice of 'Two- Miniſters, with 
whom I have moſt correſponded. Acquaint 


them who it is you have in your Eye: They 


will not diſapprove him, but for good Reaſons 
which they will communicate: Neither they 
nor I will infringe your Liberty in this Affair; 


but leave you, às tis meet, to your own free 
Choice: Yet, there are very good 'Reaſons 
= why you ſhould have ſuch Mens Concurrence 
and Approbation, whofe Counſel and Help 


you may need afterw adde. 
There is yet one Thing I ſee cauſe to incul- 


= cate over again * Be more than ordinarily ca reful, 


that after my 'Deceaſe, you go not into Fattions and 
Parties on this or any Occaſion. It has always 


— 


been my ſtudy, according tothe Meaſure of 


Grace and Prudence that God has given me, 
to maintain Unity and Concord in this So- 
ciety; and where- ever IJ had a Call to act in 
the Concerns of Chriſt and Religion, I have 
conſtantly endeavour'd to make Peace, com- 


poſe Differences, and to heal Breaches 


among Chriſtians; knowing there is a Bleſ- 
ſing on ſuch.” Thro' the good Hand of the Mat. 5. 9. 


Lord upon us, you have been enabled to keep 


the unity of the Spirit in the bond of Pence, I re- 


member not that any ſuch Diviſions have ever 


been among us, as in other Societies that 
would admit of no Accommodation; nor 
have we by Diſagreement, been once hindred 
from ſitting at the Lord's Table together: But L 


fear how it may fare with you after Fam gone: 
; The ſubtile | 


Serpent takes all Opportunte 
| ties 
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that we could ſay, Me are not ignorant of his 
Devices. This he'll endeavour among you, to 
make way for his further helliſh N E 
Therefore you, had need have on the Whole 

Armour of God, that ye may be able to ſtand. 
Eph. 6. 11. againſt that potent, politick Adverſary. Pre- 
pare for this Attack: That very Hour that 
any Difference begins to appear, check your 
Paſſions, reſtrain the Workings of your 
Hearts: Go unto God by moſt fervent Prayer, 

that he may not leave you to your own Wiſdom, 
in the management of this Affair. any lack 
Wiſdom, let him ask it of God; even that Wiſdom, 
Jam. 1. f. that's pure and peaceable : Which will put you, 
3. 37. upon Nothing but what is for the Glory of 
od, and the common Good; nor upon the, | 
Uſe of any Means, but what are ſuited to 

the good End you propoſe : It bids you deny, 
your ſelves for Chriſt and the Goſpel; and. 
in all Concerns of Religion, to keep cloſe 

to Chriſt's Prefcription, and to do all in a; 
Goſpel-Spirit. Do nothing thro' ftrife or wvain-\ 
Pbil.2.3. glory. Act not from Affection to this or that, 
Man, but confider whether this Man is like to, | 
anſwer all the Ends of a Goſpel-Miniſtry, 
and of keeping up a Church here. Whatever 


his Gifts may be, if he has not a Proportion 


of Gravity and Seriouſneſs, never contend for | 
him. If ſome will go into Parties, let others 
obſerve which Party is moſt Judicious and 
Serious, and join with them; for they, to 
be ſure, will be for the Man that's moſt like 
to promote the Power of - Godlineſs. . Oh, 
my dear Friends, pray, pray, pray for the 
Guidance of God's Spirit in this Matter, and 
that ye may not be left to your own Spirits. 
I do moſt earneſtly beſeech you by all that 
Love you owe to Chriſt, and to the Work of 
HS, a the. 


ties to ſow Diſcord among Chriſtians. Oh! 


h! che Goſpel in this Place; by all the Love you 


* 
. ä — 
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of Inſtruction P Advice! e. 33 


* 


have to the Eternal Salvation of Souls; and by 


„to all the Love that you owe to me, hearkento this 


Counſel; Follow Peace with all Men, ſo far as 
you can without Sin, and be at Peace among 
| your ſelces. God hath called us to Peace, and his i Theſ. 5. 
| Kingdom is Righteouſneſs, Peace, and Foy in the 13. 
Holy Gheft. He that in theſe Things ſerveth Chriſt, Rom. 14. 
is acceptable to God, and approved of Men. There- = 
fore let the Peace of God rule in your Hearts, to the 
which ye are called in one Bod. „ 
If after all I have ſaid, ſome will follow 
the Counſels of their own Hearts, and go 
into Factions, they will greatly ſadden 
the Spirits of the moſt ſerious, whom God 
would not have ſadden'd; and ſtrengthen 
the Hands of Evil-doers, that none will turn 
from their Wickedneſs. And you'll give Jer. 23.14. 
Occaſion to another People to ſet up their Eck. 13. 
Way in Oppoſition to what we have all along 
practiſed and profeſſed with good Succeſs, 
and which I ain perſwaded as I have ſaid 
before, is the Way of God. E 
O thou God of Truth, ſend out thy Ligbt 
and thy Truth ; Let them lead us, let them bring px. 43. 3. 
us to thy holy Hill, and to thy Tabernacles, O, 
thou, who art Love it ſelf, ſhed abroad thy 
Love into tle Hearts of thy People ; then 
will they Love thee, and love one another. 
Now the God of Peace, that brought again from the 
Dead our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that great Wepherd of 
the Sheep, thro the Blood of the Everlaſting Cove- 
naut, make you perfect in every good Work, to do 
bis Will, working in you that which is well pleaſing 
in his (ight, thro' Feſus Chriſt, to whom be Glory 
for ever and ever, Amen. And the Lord of Peace Heb, 13. 
himſelf give you Peace always, by all Means, The 20, 21. 
Lord be with you All. = 
The E o of the LETTER. 
5 Adver- 
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55 | SERMON preach at Exon, Sept. 10. 1707, 
"a before an Aſſe reg y of the United Miniſters of 
1 Devon and Corwal. By John Enty. 
. The Miniſterial Office: Wherein the Import- 
a we 


ance, Difficulty, Nature, and Neceſſity of that 
Office, are Conſider d. Being Two Sermons, One 
at the Ordination of Mr. B. Gravenor ; The other, 
at the Ordination of Mr. S. Wright. By Daniel | 
Williams, D. D. Alſo Mr. Gravenor's and 
Mr. Wright's Confeſſions of Faith, deliver d ar 

their Ordination. 8 vo. Price bound I 5. VE 


A Diſcourſe on Miniſterial INSTRUCTION, 
Wherein, The Being of a GOD apainſt the 
Atheiſts ; The Divine Authority of the Scripture 
againſt the Deiſts ; The Doctrine of the Trinity 
againſt the Socinians, arc briefly diſcuſs'd. The 


= 
Method of Salvation Stated : And, the Loyalty, Wt « 
the Academies, and Nonconformity of the Diſ- | / 
ſenters are in a few Words vindicated. Part of 


which was preach'd before the Aſſembly of Mi- 
niſters at Taunton, in the County of Somerſet, on 


Wedneſday, June 11. 1712. By Theophilus Lobb, 
V. D. M. M. P. 8w0. Price 15. 


Printed for 7 ohn Clark, at the Bible and Crown in 
the Old Change. | 
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Hab. 3. 2. O Lord, revive thy Work in 
12 the midſt of the Tears. 
= = H I S Prophet receiv'd from God a 
tne c burdenſom Vition, of dreadful Things 
Are ſhortly to be accompliſh'd on the 
Ity Jews, by the furious Chaldeans, chap. 1. 5, 
The WY enlarging their deſire like Hell and Death, to 6. 
Iry, conquer all Nations. Soon after which, the Chap. 2. 5. 
Dil. WE [poiſed Nations ſhall ſpoil them, becauſe of Mens v. 8. 
c = 4lod. , | 
_ Affected with this ſad Proſpe&, the Holy 
Man falls to Prayer, which is the proper and 
on chief Work of Saints and Prophets in the moſt 
bb, diſmal Providences ; for {till God is in his Holy v. 20. 


Temple; and there to be awfully adored ; the 
| Prayer being occaſioned by the Commotions 
nin and Changes in view, is accordingly variable, 
or upon Sigionoth; harmonizing with the Cp. 3. 1. 
| = 2 Changes 


H E 
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* Changes of Providence, or ſuited to various 
Wo Appearances ; for ſo that Word ſeems to 
__ imply. 8 
* Ihe Prayer it ſelf begins, v. 2. The Pro- 
WW. phet had heard God declaring how He would 
1 chaſtiſe his ſnful People by a worſe People, 
1 the Chaldean Robbers; and then lay waſte 
Fi thoſe unrighteous and "cruel Idolaters; this 
08 | frightful Work put him into a Trembling, 
a v. 16. to think what the jealous God would 
ns do, and what his degenerate People 
muſt ſuffer in a long Captivity, as Pſal. 119. 
; 120. He could not pur fur away the evil 1 
as the ſtupid Wretches in Amos 6. 1, 3. 
could not ſleep on, like a Perſon unmoved » 
unconcerne ; but taking the Alarm, He was 
13 afraid, as Noah was in the like Caſe : Afraid, 
: that the proſperous Enemy would be very 
1 Cruel, very Proud, and would blaſpheme 
133 | God. Ani then, that the People being little 
= prepared for ſuch Tri als, would faint and fall 
* Rev. 13. away, for the fear of Man brings a Snare, Even 
1 7, 8. Balaam was greatly moved by what he pro- 
11 Num. 24 phetically foreſaw. And have not we heard 
1 God ſpeak in Thunders in our Days? Are we 
| not afraid? Oh, what is God preparing to 
do in this World. ' Wha: will the End be, when 
he thus begins! Who ſhall ſtand! How will 
this Generation do to meet bim! Except tbofe 
1 Mat. 24. Days ſhould be ſhortened, uo Flefh ſhould be ſaved. 
1 121 In ſuch Temptations; the love of many will wax 
"bl 53 cold. Therefore thus 1 pray, O Lord, revive 
1 thy Mork. God's People are indeed the work 
Þ Iſa 45.11. of his Hands; created in Chris Feſus unto good 
Works ; and their ſinking Spirits do oft need 
3 reviving, or quickening, P/. 1 19. 25, 28, 143. 
and his Power, Grace and Truth are known, a 
by keeping their Hearts alive amidit their 
5 | Troubles, 


I OY 14 bod 
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| Troubles, their killing Afflictions, Pſal. go. 


13, 17. But God's Work here ſeems not to be 
meant ſo much of the People who bear hit 
Name, as of his own Honour and Intereſt in 
the World, which he upholds among that 
People, and by their Means. Oy 


This Petition, at ſuch a Time, implies, 
I. That in the worſt Times, there is yet a Work 
of God in the NMorid. This Prophet underſtood 
what it was, and ſaw it in great Danger. It 
concerns us to know what is God's Work in 


our Times; and Chriſtians of a publick Spirit 


will labour to do ſo. It's contrary to the 


works of Men; and the Works of the Devil, pf. 19. 4. 
which Chriſt came to deſtroy. It is what the ; Joh. 3.8. 


corrupt Jews had neglected, and the Chal- 
deans would labour utterly to deſtroy. | 
2. God's Work may wiſibly be under a Sentence 


| of Death. Whereupon, wiſe and good Men 


will be touch'd with an earneſt Care, that it 
die not: Let it fare as it will with their Per- 


ſons and worldly Intereſts: That's no great 


Matter in Compariſon of the Intereſt of 
God's Kingdom and Glory in the World. 
That's it which toucheth them cloſeſt, 


s Hef. 4 


3. When the Times look frowning or 
cloudy, becauſe of Iniquity abounding, or 
Judgments approaching, God's People laying this 
to heart, ſhould pray God to preſerve and revive 
bis Work. | 


To inculcate theſe Truths, we may con- 
haer, | 
I. What 5s the ſpecial Mork of God in our Day? 
In all Times the Work of God is ſomething 
that's worthy of God, and wherein he exerts 
N | his 


Nee 


his infmite Perfections, with a Deſign for his 
own Glory: but (as in Architecture) it con- 
fiſts of different Parts. Moſes had one great 
Work to do for God's Name; Foſbua another: 
David was, by his Wars, to procure a quiet 
Time for building the Temple, and make 
Proviſion for it; Then Solomon was to build 
it; but Zerobabel, Ezra, and Nehemiah had 
other Work; and all was but ſubſervient to 
the Main. It's the common Work of God in 
all Ages to maintain his Knowledge, Fear 
and Worſhip in the Earth : To keep. up the 
Power of Godlineſs in the Hearts and Lives. 
of Profeſſors: Men are therein to work with 
God, and for God, or help forward what 
' God is doing. | „ 
The peculiar Intereſt and Kingdom of 
Chriſt, erected by his Word and Spirit, for 
the Salvation of Sinners, is the ſpecial Work o 


Eph. 2.10, God. This, in later Times, has been muc 


22. defaced and deſtroyed by Antichriſtian Men: 
It was in good part retrieved by the Pro- 
teſtant Reformation: In that bleſſed Work 
we are all engaged, and ſhould entirely come 
off from all Antichriſtianiſm, and not par- 
take in any of the Sins or Pollutions of Po- 

Rev.18.4. pery. We ſhould have no more Communion 

2 Cor. 6. With it than with Paganiſm. As we diſclaim 

14, 16, the Papal Authority and Injunctions, we 

17. ſhould come out from all that have and 22100 


have Affinity therewith ; caſting off, not every 
Thing, that Tome wildly call Antichriſtian; 


but whatever is ſolidly proved from God's 
Word to be ſo: Whatever Good the Papiſts 


retain, in Doctrine or Practice, we muſt not 


therefore diſown. But, | 
1, Whatever Errors in Doctrine are brought 


in by that grand Deceiver of the World, we are 


be 
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to reject, and purge out, as old Leaven: For 
only the ſincere Milk of the Word, or the 
pure Doctrine of Chriſt can be for the Health 
of Souls. So, whatever Inventions or Tra- Joh. 17. 
ditions of Men are mixed in God's Worſhip ; 27. 
whatever Rites are not authorized by 4 
Law of Nature, nor by poſitive Inſtitution 
of God, are to be refuſed as Corruptions : . 
For we muſt lay the meaſuring Reed to the Altar Rev. 11, 
and the Worſhippers ; that is, Try all by the “, *: 
Scriptures, and reject what is not of God. 
When Reformation is imperfect, we muſt 
carry it op, according to ſacred Rule, not 
humane Laws; for in Religion, we call no 
man Maſter. A Mar. 23. 
2. We are not only to remove old, unwar- 9. If. 6. 
ranred Things, but reſtore the New: Set, and 
keep up the Doctrines and Ordinances of the 
Goſpel in their Original Purity and Simpli- 
city ; and the Diſcipline of Chrift for due 
Order and Government of his Churches 
Heb. 3. 5, 6. For hereby Chriſt is exalted, and 
his Intereſt preferved.  _ 3 
3. The Followers of the Lamb, muſt in al! 
Things walk and act as becomes the Redeem- Phil. a. 15. 
ed. Called, Choſen, and Faithful, therefore et. . 9. 
not conformed to the World. This ſhould appear a 8 
in our Families, Callings, Habits, Marriages, Rom. 12. 
and in all our Affairs. Real Saintſhip muſt a. 1 Theſ. 
ſhine in unſpotted Profeſſion, and Holy Sepa- 4. 1 
ration: We muſt always keep the Holy Way. 
Tit. 2. 10, 11. To maintain, improve and 
adorn the Reformation, is the Work of God in 
our Hands. | 2 
II. It is too viſible, that the work of God in our 
day is as dead, and needs reviving. Our firſt 
Reformers laid a good Foundation, but our 
Superſtructure anſwers not to it. Tas their 


Judg- 
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this at firſt, nor could it be rationally ex- 
pected; ſo only purged God's Houſe from 
groſs Errors and Idolatries, allowing ſome 


Rev. 11. 


5, 6. 


ſes and Elijah. Nay, are we not degenerated 


feſſors; we fall ſhort of the excellent Temper 


Judgment to caſt out of the Church all that 
Antichriſt had brought in, in Doctrine, 
Worſhip or Diſcipline. They could not finiſh 


Ceremonies a while for Trial: But have not 
ſome, ſince that, gone backward, or retained 
in their Worſhip and Order. Things foreign 
to Chriſt's Inſtitution? Do not ſome glory, 
to be the beſt Reformed, whoſe Spirits and 
Ways are Unchriſtian ; yea, who are Ene- 
mies to the Power of Godlineſs? For, plain- 
ly, there is a Decay of that among Pro- 


of Chriſtians inthe Apoſtles Times, and in the 
firſt Centuries. See their Practice, Ack. 1. 14. 
2. 42, Cc. —4. 31, 33. Rom. 1. &— If, 
14. 1 Cer. 1. 4, Cc. Phil. i. 4, 5, 6, J. Col. 1. 3, 
4, 5, 6. Rev. 12. 7.11. We degenerate too 
from ſome that continued faithful in the 
height of Antichriſt's Reign, and from our 
Excellent Reformers, who had much of God's 
Mind ith them, and of his Spirit in them, 
They declared God's Oracles with Demon- 
ſtration of the Spirit, and of Power, and 
when they denounced his Judgments on the 
publick implacable Enemies of God and his 
Work, their Word had Effect, as that of Me- 


from our immediate Anceſtors, the late godly 
Puritans, who were ſo eminently Holy in all 
their Converſation, and walked in ſingular 
Purity, Humility and Self-denial 2 Do ws 
look like them? 55 
Nay, did not ſome of us know, in later 
Times, a more ſerious People, eminent- for 
a publick Spirit, a Spirit of Prayer and Fant 
e thei 
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| Profeſfors, Love waxeth cold: And who lays 
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their Enemies could not ſtand before them. 
Nay, wgre not we our ſelves, under Aﬀictions, 
(as oy uſual were from 1660 to 86), more 
ſerious, loving and lively than we ate now, 
ſince we enjoy'd' more Reſt, Liberty and 
Peace? Thus God's Work declines; but ſur- 
vey it in ſome Particulars for Conviction. 

1. We ſee little of God's Work in a remarks 
able, Conwerſics of Sinners by the Word, and 
may complain as the r = Ja. 53. 1.49. 

4. Many take up a Profeſſion, who have but 
a name to live, and are dead in Sin: But Coft- 
verſion, or a thorough Change of Mans whole 
Nature by effectual Grace, and turning him 


from all Sin, and ſelf to God, is neceſ- 


ſary to Salvation, Mat. 18. 3. fob. 3.5, 7. 

And where this generally cealeth it's a ſign 

of two ſad Things, 1. That preſent Profeſ- 

fors do not ſo earneſtly pray for Sinners Con- 
verſion as formerly. 2. That preſent Mini- 

ſters do not preach the converting Word 

with the ſame Holy Concernment and De- 
monſtration of Spirit. Mr. J. Ro. who con- 1 Cor. 1. 


verted Multitudes, uſed the utmoſt Plainneſs 22725 _ 


of Speech therein. 


1, 42 
„ 3 "a. 2 SLE 
2. Iniquity ſtrangely abounds; and in; 


„ 
it to heart to mourn for it? As they in Exel. 9. 

4 F „ 7 TEE 
3. Profeſſors, by taking a Liberty in out: 
ward Adornings and Faſhions of vain People, 
forget and loſe their Spiritual adorning' with 
Grace and good Works. The Spirit of God 
reproved this of old, and has ſtoop'd ro give 
us Two Rules about Apparel: 1./That it be not 
more Coftly than becomes out Ratrk ; That it 
de not exhauſt oùr Eſtate, rob our Family, 
nor diladle ds from good. Works! 2. 8 


1 Tim. 2. Harlot, but modeſt and Grave. 


* - 


9,1. 4. Carnal Contentions are among us, and 
1 Pet, 3. n aa N 2 tha ; 
5 uncharitable Diviſions, which argue, that 
| ſuch do want the 46-5 ot Godlineſs, 1 Cor. 1. 
10, 11.— 3. 1. 2, 3. Jam. 3. 13 fo 17. — 46 
1. as Iniquity increaſes, ſo will Hatred and 
CREST oY in nant 0 
. The Spirit of Religion is meek and 
calm, very much againſt angry Strife, Gen. 13. 
8, 9. Pſal. 133. Tot. and the Intereſt of Reli- 
gion ſuffers greatly thereby. RE 
2. Our Lord Jeſus earneſtly preſſed all his 
Followers to holy Love and Unity, as Fob. 13. 
34.— 15. 12. So did his Apoſtles, Eph. 4. 
= - > pp a 
3- The: Credit, Progreſs and Strength of 
Religion in the World depends much on the 
Unity of Chriſtians; therefore Chriſt prays 
for it, Job. 17. 21, 23. 5 = 
4. Love and Unity were the Luſtre and 
Glory of Primitive Chriſtians, A8. 2. 42. 
Cole]. 1. 4. 1 Theſ. 4. 9, 10. But is it not far 


- + 
ww; 


— otherwiſe now ? Tho' we know how Satan 


ſerves himſelf by our Contentions. : 
F. Many that are not ſo litigious, ſeem. to 
reſt in a bare Form of Worſhip, attending 
Duries and Ordinances, without experiencing 
the Efficacy of Grace therein, . or any Com- 
munion with God thereby: True Saints are 
not ſo content, but uſe to;preparetheir Hearts 
for Ordinances, Pſal. 26. 6. and to. attend 
thereon with a ſerious Aim at the Ends for 


which God appointed them, i. e. for inward 


and ſpirituat Converſe. with God: That they 
breath after, Cant. 4. 16. and are thankful for 
ſuch Communication. Cant. 2.7.---8. 4. mourn- 
ing when they mils thereof, and Icarching 
1 . | the 
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the Cauſe, Cant. 3. 1, 2.—F. 5, 6,7. Bitfor- 
mal Profeſſors reſt, if they keep free from 
Scandals; not minding to Keep their Hearts : 

Nay, they affect ſtrange Liberties ; are frothy, 

raſh and vain as others 1n their Talk, and rare- 

ly utter a ſerious, ſavoury Word, © Mat. 12. 
6. Some hold a religious Profeſſion, and 34- 

yet fail in Morality, in Truth and Honeſty ; EPh. 4. 29. 

injure their Neighbours in Goods or good 

Name; detain what is not their own, make 
no Conſcience to pay their Debts, live in 
Malice and Envy; but ſurely, true Religion 
tea ches better Things, Rom. 13. 8. Pſal. 119. 4, 

6. 1 „„ bd 

7. Others, that dare not be falſe and diſ- 
honeſt, yet are taken up with their own Things 
only, and mind not the Things - of Chrilt, 4 
Phil. 2. 21. Tho' a Man muſt care for him- 
ſelf, yet all our Intereſts we muſt place ſubor- 
dinate to the Kingdom and Intereſt of Chriſt, 
x Cor, ro. 3t, 33" Pſal. 137.57: 6.4 Tom. "65 6. 
Acts 20. 24. as God gives us his Son and his 
All, we ſhould deny our ſelves in any Thing 
to ſerve him, and ſacrifice our Intereſts to 
his: but many will not do ſo. Add to all this, 
that many fail in particular Matters of 
Practice, which true Religion doth expreſly 

teach. As, to imitate Chriſt in all that's imi- 
table, Mat. 16. 24. to make open Profeſſion 
of his Name, and to bear his Yoke, Acts 2. 419 
47. Rom. 10. 10. Mat. 10. 32, 33. To be fre- 
quent in Self- examination, 2 Cor. 13.5. To 
be daily receiving Faich and Repentance, as 
the Jews did by their daily Sacrifices, Numb. 28. 
2. To mortify our Members that are on the 
Earth, Mat. 5. 29. Rom. 8. 13. Col. 3. 4. To 
live by Faith in all Conditions, Gal. 2. 20. 
Heb, 10. 36. To be daily preparing for 

Es F2 Death 
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Revive 'Y Merk? 


3. When thus i 


rr — E — : 6 
Death and Eternity, Pſal. 90, 12. Luke 12. 35, 


# 
- . 


Practices are rarely found ; and by all this, it 
may appear, that as the Work of God 15 
ſometimes in a dying Condition, ſo it is now 


$6540: 2 Pet. 3.14. But now, alafs ! theſe 


among us and others, and needs Reviving, as 


in that Church. 


People 10 pray earneſtly, that God himſelf wonld 
revive his own Merk among us, and in tbe World, 


which Prayer implies, 1. That Whenever 


God's Work. is revived, He muſt do it: For 
who but He can raiſe the Dead ? 2. That He 
at worſt can do it; as in Egypt. 3. That He 
will doit, how, and when, and by what In- 


ſtruments He pleaſeth. This we muit believe, 


in our going to God on this Errand ; which, 
that we may do with Underſtanding, 1. Con- 
ſider what we mean to beg in this Petition, 
As 1. That Preachers of the Goſpel, may be 
repared and accompliſhed with a Pivine 
pirit and Power for their Work, 2 Cor. 3.5, 
5.— 10. 4, 5. Thar ſo Sinners, may he ef- 
fectually wrought on to Converſion, Pſal. 1 10. 


2, 3. Mal.:4..6. Mat. 11, 12: Ads 11. 19, 2 


— 13. 44. 2. That Converts: may evidence 
lone REPHIrANEs and Faith by a holy Zeal 
and Affection to Chriſt, and ro holy Things; 


and may be pute in Heart and Lite, 1 Per. 1. 14, 


15. 22. Full of Prayer, 4d 9. 11. Enlarged 


to: convert others, Job. 1. 43, Cc. 4. 28. Luk. 22. 


32. 3. That Churches may all walk in mu- 


tual Love, Concord and Peace for mutual 


Aſſiſtance, Ia. 2. 2, 3. 1/a. 6o. 15. Phil. 3.15. 


Erb. 4. 3, 4. and all that follow Chriſt may 
love one another in Truth, 1 Jeb. 3. 18. and 
may ſhew it by à tender Symputhy in all Con- 
S—_ 7; _ &irions, 


t is, it's cone great Duty of God's, 


g & 
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ditions, Rom. 12. 9, 15. By faithful Admoni- 
tions, Levit. 19. 17. 1 Theſ. 5. 14. and by com- 
municating to each others Neceflities : As 2. 
45. — 11. 29. 4. That Magiſtrates may be 
fpirited for their Office, Ia. 1. 26. may pro- 


— 


ceed with regular Zeal and Courage, to put 
Sinners to Shame, and by I | 
oers 


Laws, may be à Terror to evil » 
Pſal. 72. 2, 4. -—=75- 4, 10. m— 101. 3, 8. 
5. That the Power of Godlineſs may be 
once again in Requeit and Honour, by 
Profeſſors walking, ſo as to adorn it: 
Zach. 14. 29, 21. Mat. 5. 16. Phil, 2. 15: 
1 Pet, 2. 12, 15, 16. 6. That by ſome emi- 
nent Acts of Providence it may be ſeen and 
known, that verily there is a Reward for the 


Righteous; That true Godlineſs is Gain; 


That God never ſaid to the Righteous, Seek 
ye me in vain ; That God will honour them 
| that honour him; That God takes kindly 

what Kindneſs is ſhewed to any of his, and 
reſents Injuries done to them, Pſal. 105. 14. 
Zech. 2. 8. Oh! that the Wickedneſs of the 
Wicked were come to an End, Pſal. 7. 4.--- 1. 
4, 5- Oh! that God would turn all Achitopbel's 


Counſels into Fooliſhneſs, 2 Sam. 17. 23. Ia. 8. 


3, 10. This we pray for. ; 
2. In ſo praying, this Perſwaſion is imply'd 


That hene ver God's Work is revived, himſelf 


muſt do it : It's not to be done by all our 
Wiſhes, Knowledge, Learning, Wiſdom, 


Might, Counſel, Zech. 4. 6. Nor by all our 


Diligence, or moſt vigorous Endeavours, 


Pſal. 127. 1, 2. Eccl. 9. 11. God began his 
own Work: His own Hand muſt carry it on, 


and finiſh it. And as all He has done, was 
for his own Name's ſake, He will not loſe the 
Glory he had gained, by letting his Work now 


die 
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die away. Nay, rather, whatever ſtands in 
the Way of his Work, He will remove, and 
ſo. revive it, Zech. 4. 7. Iſa, 40. 4. And to 
that End he can, when he will, turn the 
Hearts of the worſt Enemies to become uſeful 
Friends, as Paul, Gal. 1. 23. And ſuch as 
go on oppoſing, He'll cruſh like Pharaoh and 
Haman, Pſal. 110 5. In this Faith ſhould we 
pray God to revive his Work; and that's the 
beſt that we can do. 9 

1. Now, is there not moſt manifeſt need 


of ſo praying? Whatever Work of God is 


yet among us, is weak, and goes on very 
flow : We rarely find God with us as former- 
ly, in the Work of Converſion, whereby his 
Houſe is built and filled. I remember, when 
ſome. Miniſters in this County agreed to go 
from Place to:Place, ſpending whole Days in 


Prayer and Preaching ; and then it was rare 


but we heard of ſome Souls gained to Chriſt. 
Converts then had a godly Zeal for the Con- 
verſion of others, and for the grand Truths 
of the Goſpel, and could not bear to have 
them depraved, or ſubverted; as by Deiſts, 
Socinians, Quakers, &c. But now many 
Profeſſors are lukewarm, or care for none of 
theſe Things: All Doctrines are alike to 
them. Some declare, That Moral Honeſty 
is enough to Salvation, and fo vilifie the Go- 
{pel of Chriſt as needleſs. Others ſay, Come 
bur into the Church, meaning their own Party, 
and conform to its Orders, and it ſufficeth ; 
tho' they ſay little of Union to Chriſt. Others 
chuſe a more refined Form, yet continue 
Strangers to a ſerious, holy, praying Spirit, 
vital Communion with God, and a due Watch 


over their Thoughts and Ways ; and is it not 
Time then to pray, O Lord! revive thy Work? 


2. Where 


p reach d before an Aſſemblyof Miniſters. 


47 


a 


2. Wherefore, upon the Alarms in our 
Day, let us ſet to this Work, and fervently 
pray the Lord to revive his Intereſt of pure 
and lively Religion 

MorTrve 1. Such Prayer argues a truly 
publick Spirit, a. 62. 1, 6. and therefore our 
Lord taught us in Prayer to mind his Honour 
firſt, A G. 17 59 e | WOW! 

2. God's reviving his good Work, - wou'd 
renew our Hope, that he will not caſt us off, 
nor take from us the Tokens of his Preſence, 


| Exzek. 39. 29. 


3. This would viſibly weaken the Kingdom 


of Satan and Antichriſt, and ſo preſage the 
Downfal of Myſtical Babylon, Rev. 14. 8. 
— 20. 2, Cc. * 3 | | 5 | 
4. Spiritual Reviving would draw after it 
many Temporal Bleſſings, Exzek. 36.25, &c. 
Joel 3.18. YG 12013 1 M70 We" 2 
5. This wicked Earth that grows ſo like 
Hell, would hereby become more Heavenly, 
2 Pet. 3. 13. that is, when moſt People be- 
come Religious, at leaſt in a fair Appearance; 
Men in Power befriending' true Piety, and 


diſcountenancing Profaneneſs. I knew when 


it was ſo in this Land: but ſome Heathens 
might now ſay, that Nature teacheth better 


than ſome of us Practice under the Goſpel - 


Oh, what a Shame is this! There is need 
then, to pray that God's Work may revive. 
To which End, we ſhould ſtudy, what is the 
ſpecial Work of God in our Day: We live in 


| 1 Land of Light, having God's open Book to 


teach us, and no Man hinders us from ſeareh- 


ing into the whole Counſel of God; And dare 2 Tim. z. 


we continue ignorant of God, and Chxiſt, 16. 


and our Duty ? God in our Sight reſcued the 
Reformed Religion once again out of the 
Jaws 
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Jaws of Popery, and wrought gloriouſly for 
us; and honoured ſuch as ated zealouſly in 
that Cauſe, as our late King William, &c. and 
God was then ſeen in his Judgments on others 
Zec. 12. who ſet againit the Reformation, and ever 


2.3- will. This did then encourage a praying 


Zech. 8. Remnant in that Werk; and ſo it ſhould ſtill. 
21,22. Now, therefore, let our very Hearts cry to 
the Lord, O Revive thy Work of Grace once 
more, on the Spirits of Magiſtrates, Mini- 
ſters, Churches and Chriſtian Families, that 
all who name Chriſt's Name, may depart 
Pſal. 85. from all Iniquity. ONE 


* 8. 3. But as Nehemiah and his Company in 


reviving the Wall of Feruſalem (for fo is that 
Work called, Neb. 4. 2. Ezra 5. 8, 9.) did 
pray and ſet a Watch, even ſo let us with our 
Prayer join a faithful Endeavour to ſet for- 
ward the Work of God by an Exemplary Pra- 
Rice of Piety. See that ye be real and lively 
Chriſtians ; always ſerious in Soul- concerns: 
See that all your Graces be at all Times acting 

_ vigorouſly : That your whole Life be a Lite 
of Faith and Holineſs, and Self-Denial : 
That ye be faithful ro God; and do all the 
Good ye can unto All, as ye are called. 
Walk in another Spirit than this Generarion; 
in ſober, unaffected Singularity ; keeping up 
a conſtant, univerſal Watch : Walk very 
humbly with God, and when ye have done 
your beſt, count your ſelves but unprofitable 
Servants. 5 18 
No there will be better Hope to ſee God's 
Work revive among Profeſſors, when at firſt 
they lay a right Foundation of ſound Re- 
pentance and Faith; and then build ſuitably 
Heb 6. 1. on that Foundation: Living in the daily Ex- 
erxciſe of that Faith and Repentance; as the 


Jews 


* 


II ſeek thy go 


— — a — — ts W — — 
preach d before an Aſſembly of Miniſters. 49 
Jews were taught by their daily Sacrifice. So Exod. 29. 

do, and let not your Hearts hanker after any 38, 39. 
ſecret Sin. Be more Crucify d to the World. Nat. g. 29. 
Cheriſh and fulfil every Motion of God's good Gal. 6. 14. 
Spirit. Be deeply humbled, that hitherto ye Col. 3. 1. 
have been no more ſerious. Pray more fer- 2 — 
vently to be made ſo : Converſe moſt with 23. * 
the moſt ſerious, &c. This is the way to have 3. 24. 
your Prayer effectual, and to ſee God's good 
Work revive in our Land. And then 

. Hereby it's likely ye ſhall be a Bleſſing 
ro others in your Day, to make them alſo 
ferious and godly. Then will I teach Tranſgreſſors Pl. 3. 
thy ways, and Sinners ſhall be converted to thee, 13. 

2. By exemplary Seriouſneſs in private Sta- 
tions, ye would grow more publick Spirited, 
or capable of greater Work, as ye may be 
called to it; as Foſeph and David did: And 
when once ye have thus ſet in Order your 
own Souls, your Families and God's Work 
therein ; what ſhould hinder you to enlarge 
your Concern for others alſo, for Chriſt's 
lake ? Becauſe 7 the Houſe of the Lord our God, 

„O Jeruſalem, P/. 122.9: Do 

good in thy good Will unto Sion, Pſal. 51. 18. 
Thus, O, our God, now Revive thy Work, 
and in Wrath remember Mercy. Amen, Amen, 
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N the Firſt Place I recommend to hat 
you, That you ſtudy to know your 
Self, and then you will be for ever 
| humble, and low, in your own Fe” 
Eyes: By Nature you are a Child of Wrath, Di 
conceived in Sin, and brought forth in Ini- 
quity, Joathſome, vile, filthy. and abominable of 
in the Eyes of the Holy One. Corruption D. 
hath got into your very Vitals and Heart, by 
Reaſon of which it is become as natural for 
you to Sin, as it is for the Sparks to flie upward: 
You love that which is Evil, and hate that 
which is Good : You have no Power to ex- 
tricate your ſelves out of this your ſinful and 
deplorable Condition ; yet, if you live and 

die therein, you are undone to Eternity. 
2. Be thoroughly convinced of an abſo- 
late Neceflity of Regeneration here, if ever 
Joh. 3. 3,5. you hope for Salvation hereafter. Do not 
think it enough, That you are born of reli- 
| oo, gious 
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1 gious Parents, and have had a good Educa- 
; tion: Thar you are inſtructed in the Prin- 
ciples of the True Religion, and are called a 
; Chriſtian: That you have a Meaſure of 
i Moral Honeſty, and are not tainted with 
the Guilt of groſs Immoralities; but know 
what it is to have ſuch a Work wrought in 
you by the Word and Spirit of God, that 
your very Nature is chang d, All old Things.are 
done away, and all Things are made new, Cor. 5. 
3. Cry mightily to Heaven, that the God 1 . 
£ of all Grace would take this Work into his * | 
oon Hand; Pray, pray, pray moſt affectio- 
nately and fervently, inſtantly and inceſſant- 
ly, that you may be bleſt with this unſpeak- 
able rich Bleſſing of true ſaving Grace in your 
Soul: Without which you can neither glo- 
rite God bere, nor be glorified wich him 
hereafter. | EE, 
4. Begin betimes to ſet forth for Heaven in 
good Earneft, in ſo doing, you will give 
God the. beſt of your Time, which is a rare 
Duty, and you will be in ſome good Meaſure 
kept from the Sins and Temptarions, that do 
uſually attend Perſons in their youthful 
Daies. : 
5. Be ſure to lay a good Foundation of 
Repentance from dead Works, and of Faith to- 
wards God. Call to Mind all the Sins you have Heb. 6. f. 
been guilty of from the Womb to this Time. | 
Beg of God, that he would give you a Soul- 
humbling Proſpect of your Sins: That he 
would work in you a godly Sorrow for Sin, 
as it is an Offence to an Holy God, and a 
Tranſgreſſion of his Righteous Laws. That 
he would work in you a Willingneſs to for- 
lake every known Sin, and to be in the 
Practice of every known Duty. Do not reſt 
G 2 | upon 
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upon your Humiliation or Reformation; upon 
your ceaſing from that which is Evil, and do- 
ing that which is Good, as if you would be 
thereby juſtified before God ; But know what 
Union with and Intereſt in, the Lord Jeſus, 
by true Faith, is: Your Repentance, and all 
the Good you do, hath ſo much of Imper- 
fection in it, that you have occaſion to ſay; 
(with reſpect to Juſtification), None but 
Cuxrsr: Til make mention of thy Righteouſneſs, 

Pf. 71. 16. and of thine only. F405 IH £ | 
PL 45-24 6. Do not think it enough that you are in 
85 a State of Juſtification and Sanctification, but 
Luke 19. know what it is to grow in Grace, and in 
10. Phil 3. ſome further experimental Knowledge of 
77 8, 9. Chriſt : Forgetting Things behind, be preſſing 
fer ward. The Work of à Chriſtian is never 
at an End, ſo as to have Nothing more to do, 
nor are his Attainments and Enjoyments du- 
ring the Days of his Pilgrimage ſo high, but 
that there is more may be attained and 
rn 0 
J. Make uſe of the Ordinances of Chriſt, 
and the Opportunities afforded you from time 
to time, ſo that your Soul may proſper and 
thrive in Spiritual Things; and that your 

Profiting may appear unto all. 


: 8. Above all Books, ſtudy the Scriptures 


moſt, Let the Word of Chriſt dwell in you richly 
Col. 3. 16. in all Wiſdom. Let that be the Rule by which 
you ſquare all yu Thoughts, Words and 
Actions; pray that God will put his Laws into 
Heb. 8. your Mind, and write them in your Heart. 
10. 9. Remember to keep the Lord's-Day holy, 
in the whoje of it, from Morning to Night, 
ſo as to be in ſome Duties of Worſhip, either 
private or publick: Studying to be Spiritual 
in every Duty; and to ſanctifie the N s 
ny | | 9 
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God in all your Drawings near unto him: To 
exerciſe Grace in every Ordinance; and to 
enjoy Communion with God) in order to 
your being fitted for the Services and Enjoy- 
ment of an eternal Sabbath in the higheſt ' 
Heavens. 2 1 3h . 

10. Beware of ill Company, and hearken: 
ing to ill Counſel: Have no Fellowſhip with tbe 
Unfruitful Works of Darkneſs, but rather reprove Ex, 5. 

them. Evil Communications corrupt good Manners. 111 
Imuate no Evil Example, and be very care- 3 
ful to give en,, 19997 1899 88 Prov. 9. 

11. Make Conſcience of the Duties of your s. 
Calling; be juſt and honeſt to your Maſter, 
and every one elſe: Wrong no öne in the 

Worth of a Farthing: Speak Truth at all 
Times: Be never in a Lye: Be not flothful 
in Buſinefs, but be diligent and active: Mind 
what your Maſter and others ſay to you: Let 
no one ſpeak to you twice: Give a preſent 

and ready anſwer where it is expected: Shew 
Nothing of a ſullen or dogged Humour, that's 
a Thing unlovely in the Eyes of all: He that 
follows a Trade, ſhould be affable, courteous 
and obliging to all: He ſhould do what he 

can by all lawful Ways and Means, to get the 
good Word and good Will of every one. Lean 
not to your own! Underſtanding, but be 
punctual and exact in obſerving your Ma- 
ſter's Orders: When you are ſent on an Er- 
rand, look upon your Time to be your 
Maſter's, and not your own ; mind his Buſi- 
neſs with Care, and return with Expedition. 

Be not an Eye- Servant; whether your Ma- 
ſter is abſent or preſent, act as under an All- 


ſeeing Eye: and the Lord give a Blefling. ; 
* | | i oa. M0 6 
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At another Time he added as follows: 

12. Aſſociate your ſelf. wich them who are 
viſibly the moſt; holy, humble, and ſerious, 
with whom you are like to live Eternally in 

Prov. 13. Heaven, He that walks with-wiſe men ſhall be wiſe. 


20. 13. Reſiſt the firſt Beginnings of Sin; 
=” Check its - firſt Riſing, and keep your ſelf 


with the utmoſt Care from all Temptations that 
Gen. zo. may lead to Sin. Come not near the Snare. 
10. Never tempt any one to Sin, nor ſuffer your 
Prov. 1, ſelf to be enticed by others: Keep a holy 
Woes jealouſy over your ſelf at all Times. Pre- 
iz. ſume not upon your own Strength, as if you 
could venture on Temptation, and bring 
your ſelf off again: But if at any time you are 
drawn into Sin, continue not in it; haſte away: 
Fer to allow one's ſelf in any known Sin, is in- 
conſiſtent with Grace; and ſuch can have no 
Communion with God, 1 Job. 1. 7. Pſ. 66. 18. 
14. Be frequent in ſecret Prayer, and 
that more than once every Day, and be 
ſerious in it: Begin the Morning with it; 
rendering Thanks to God for Mercies receiv- 
ed; begging Pardon for Sins commited, and 
Grace for all the Occaſions of the whole 
Day: Be in a praying Frame all the Day 
long; often ſending up ſome ſhort Petitions, 
Neb. 2. 4-6. 9. Uſe the Words of Scripture 
as much as you can, and pray for a Spirit of 
Grace and Supplication. Fang : 
15. Walk and act at all Times, as under the 
All-ſeeing Eye of the great God, knowi 
that you muſt give an Account for all that's 
Eccl. 12. done in the Body. Call your ſelf to Account 
14. 2 Cor. every Day for what hath been done amiſs. 
"ec iz. Frequent Self- examination, is a great and ne- 
cCeſſary Duty. Be more or leſs every Day in 
am 3 40. the Exerciſe of Repentance and Faith. Keep 
A A con- 
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a conſtant Watch over your Heart, Thoughts, 
AﬀeRions, Inclinations, Pallions, Words and prov. 4. 
Mien 8 
16. Abſtain from fleſhly Luſts, as Things 16. 13. 
that War againſt the Soul, and greatly hinder . _ 
you in your Way to Heaven. Look not wih: Per, >. 
a.luſtful Eye. upon Beauty. Let no filthy 11. 
Communication. proceed out of your Mouth; 


Shun all laſcivious Practices and Geſtures ar 


all Times, whether alone or in Company. Prov. 6 
19. If you find any particular Luft apt to 2s. | 
reyail, give your ſelf to faſting and fervent 
aver by which Means you may fetch 
Vertue from Chriſt to mortifie every Cor- 
ruption. For if ye by the Spirit do mortifie the Pal. &9. 


| Deeds of the Fleſh, ye ſhall live. Be at all Times % Cor. 


7. 5-9. 


exceeding low in your own Eyes, and 25. :Cor. 
clothed with Humility « For God reſiſteth the Proud, 11. 27. 
and giveth Grace to the Humble. Rom. 8. 


18. You, whoſe Buſineſs is in Study, fol- pet . 
low it with all Diligence from Day to Day, 5, 6. 
and join Prayer with it: Look up to God for 

à Bleſſing on all you do. If Knowledge in- 

creaſe, be not puff d up with. it, nor deſpiſe 

thoſe that know leſs: Envy not thoſe that 
out-doyou ; but imitate them in all that is 


| Good. In all your ſtudying, propoſe ſome 


holy, good End : Let it be your chief Study 
to know God, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and 
to know your Intereſt in Him, and Union to 
Him : Let it be your Endeavour, fo to know 
Him, as that you may truly love, honour and 
obey Him ; and likewiſe that you may know 
what you were ſent into this World for, and 
how you may ſerve Chriſt in your Genera- 
tion, as your godly Anceſtors did. Think 
not that acquired Learning is all, or the 
chief thing to fit you for the Service of the 

| don 
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Son of C God: Seek for the rich Anointing | 

en high, even, a Spirit of Knowledge and 65 
derffanding; a Spirit of Wiſdom and Pr. 
dence, a Spirit of Power-and of Faith, 4 


— 


7. Grace that is in Chriſt Feſus: and Tos ch that you 
do nothing at any Time that may quench, 
grieve, or vex the good Spirit of the Lord. 
If ye know theſe Things, haypy are je if Je fo 

John 13. hem. 1 

17. | : 
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Funeral SERMON, 
On Occafion of the 
DEATH 
Of che Revsrend 


James Forbes, M. A. Oc. 


2 Kings, 2. 14. —bere is the Lord 
God of Elijah? 


OTHING could more forcibly 
ſuggeſt to me the Complaint 
couched in theſe Words of the 
deſerted young Prophet, than to 

find my ſelf compell'd to appear in this be- 

reaved Pulpit : May it never prove an Omen, 
that henceforth tlie rich Anointing which 
reſted on the Man of God, who ſtood ſo long 
here in God's ſtead, ſhall ceaſe from among 
you, | | 
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Eliſha having ſeen his Maſter carry'd up 
by Miniſtring Spirits, as in a Chariot of 
Fire, is on his Return to the Sons of the Pro- 

phets at Fericho ; but Jordan is in his Way: In 

view whereof, he ſpeaks this with a ſort of 
Vehemence, Where is the Lord God? He was 

one” of che fe Faithful in,1/742) - Buſy in his 
iy as the ancient Patriarchs in feed- 

ing their Herds. By God's Direction, Elijah 

call'd him from the Plough ; and tho' he 

ſeem'd Rich, he quitted all the World to fol- 

low the Lord, and attend his Prophet where. 
King. 19. ever he went pouring Mater on bis hands.” Thus 
16, 19. did Joſbua Miniſter to Moſes, whom he alſo 
ſucceeded ; and Chriſt's Diſciples firſt fol- 

Mat. 4. lowed or accompany'd him. Let no Sons of 
Mark z. the Prophets diſdain to ſerve, and by ſuch 
14 Example learn to Teach : For before Honour is 
Humility. This was a diſcouraging Time for 

him to comt after Elijah, becauſe of the Ido- 

| latry and Perſecution of the Court, and the 
Chap. 18. common Apoſtacy of the People. Yet, if 
13. at that time God touch the Heart, the young 
19. 1. Man will run after the Prophet, tho' he had 
never aſpired to the Honour of being his 
Succeſſor. Eliſab caſt his Mantle over him, 

a Prophet's rough Garment, and God cloathed 

him with the ſame Spirit; and ſince ere long 

he muſt inherit the Office and Work, it was 

his Wiſdom to keep with the old Prophet, 
obſerving his Spirit and Way. No Means ſo 
hopeful to form and ſeaſon the Minds of 

young Minilters, as intimate Converſe with 

Ads 1. the former Men of God. Hence we find the 
21,22. Order of Acolytbi in the Bohemian Churches. 
wg 3: And this ſeems to be the very Reaſon of the 
en, Schools of the Prophets recorded in this Divine 
Hiftory. At length came the Hour for 598 
N | actua 
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on the Death of Mr. James Forbes. 5 


actual Devolution of the Prophet's Office on 

him that was anointed to it : His dear Maſter, 

and wiſe Inſtructor, whom he honour'd as 
his Father, muſt be gone. Of which, having 2 King. 2. 

. 4 propherick Notice, O, how cloſe he cleaves 7» 3» 12. 

to him while he may! And when they mult v. 2, 4, & 

part, the Divine old Man is willing to do his 

beſt for the Succeſſor ; or to improve his In# 

tereſt in God for him. hat ſhall I do for thee ? v. 9. 

So aſcending Saints would in their great good 

Will, leave a Bleſſing on thoſe behind: What 

now doth the young Prophet chuſe ? A double 

Portion of thy Spirit, q. d. I muſt undertake 

this great Miniſtry, for which T can have no 

Furniture, but that glorious, excellent Spirit : 

If therefore thou canſt do any thing to pur- 

poſe for me, Let that be my Legacy : For 

what ſhould one do in ſuch an Office, who is 

not ſpirited for the Work? An 1dol-Shepherd, Zech. 11. 

Well, this ſhall be granted, If thou ſee me, 7. 

when I am taken from thee. This oblig'd him v. 10. 

to watch and pray more earneſtly, and never 

to be out of his Company; and ſo he gain'd 

his Heart's Deſire. Nothing could Preſage 

better than for the Sons of the Prophets, 

to affect much Converſe with Holy Fa- 

thers, who in a little while will be taken 

from them. Their Spirit was their Glo- 

ry: It made them honourable, uſeful and 

worthy of Imitation: Take away that, and _ 

Sampſon is as another Man. What Truſt is Judg. 16. 

committed to young Miniſters, will never be. 

kept but by the Holy Ghoſt dwelling in them, 2 Tim. 1. 
herefore Jeſus granted bis Spirit to abide WW 

with his Church. Moſes put the Robes of Juk. 14- 

dying Aaron upon Eleazar ; but He'd make but 

a poor Prieſt without this Anointing. Eliſha 

dreaded that, and marked his Maſter ſo wall 

1 that 
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4 Funeral SERMON, © 


- 


that he ſaw him aſcend, as our Saviour did 
from Mount Olivet ; and when he ſaw it, 

1, He Teſtifies his feeling of his own and his 
Country's Loſs ; Ab, wy Father, my Father ! 


- The Heart of a Gracious Son mult rent at 
ſuch a Parting. The Chariots and Horſemen of 


Iſrael, i. e. He whoſe Prayer had that Effica- 


y and Power with God, and whoſe heavenly 
Miniſtry was of that Authority with the 


People, in bringing their Hearts back to 
their God, that he did more than all the 
Soldiers for Defence of the Kingdom. Ab, 
my Father ! Yet, this Man God took away, 
when in that Kingdom good People were 
very ſcarce, and his Influence and Example 
very needful. He ſaw him no more; no more, 


and therefore as a Mourner be rent his Cloaths, 


q. d. Wo is me! That I and my dear, but 
diſtreſſed Country, muſt no more enjoy that 


bleſſed, zealous Man of God, whom now 


we could ſo very ill ſpare. Alas, for poor 
fatherleſs me! Alas, for a bereaved and de- 
fenceleſs Kingdom ! Alas, for a trembling, 
periſhing World! Alas, for a languiſhing, 
dying or diſeaſed Church! Whoſe Glory and 


Strength thus flie away to the Regions a- 


bove. How glad was I to ſee and ſerve that 
holy faithful Prophet? How happy was I in 
that Service, tho my Wages were not in 
Silver and Gold? But ah me, He is gone 


He is gone! And cando us no more Service, 
nor can I ſerve him. And is the good old 
Father gone? Quite gone? What has he left 
his Succeſſor? Truly, no worldly Reverſion; 
no Treaſure on Earth; no written Works; no 
i 51 but Mantle, an old caſt Cloak that 


op d from him aſcending : The ſame, it's 


like, whoſe Skirt he had once caſt over him; 
| ö which 


bon the Death of M. James Foibes. 


% which Mantle the young Man loved ever 
d ſince, and pick d it up. Wherefore 
2. Not diſmay'd with immoderate Grief,” 
having this Mantle as a Token that now he 
ſhall inherit the Bleſſing he craved, he ſer - | 
himſelf on his Way, why ſhould he ſtand 3 
gazing there any longer? He ſucceeds in 2 
Elijab's Honour; but, oh, to be overſna- 
dow'd with the ſame Spirit! Then he will 
| follow the Prophet's Footſteps, and not fear 
to ſpeak the Word of the Lord to the King 
and Kingdom; for he ſhall be able to juſtify 
it by mighty Works : He had ſeen the old 
Father divide Fordan with his Mantle, and 
with it he preſently attempts the ſame. Wal- 
king in his Footſteps, he might beſt expect 
God's Preſence with him: To trace the 
accuſtomed Ways of Holy Prophets, is to 
honour both them and their God, and to 
engage his continu'd Favour. Oh! that Youth 
would never deſpiſe and forſake the Ways 
which God did accept, and bleſt their Fore- 
fathers, inſtead of taking up their Mantle. 
But did Eliſha think there was Virtue inhe- 
rent in this Mantle, (as ſome Superſtitious 
Fools imagine of Saints Relicks) to do the 
Miracle? No: Therefore ſmiting the River 
he utters the Words of the Text, and looks N 
up, Where is the Lord God of Elijah? Impor- 9 
ting a Prayer of Faith, Oh that I might ſee fo 
his Power and Glory -as-I have ſeen! Al. Plal63.2. 
mighty God alone could open a Paſſage thro $3-15s mM 
Fordan, and if now he will do that for Eli- Plal. 114. q 
(ha, what is it that he will not do? Some 33. ' 
would be fond to ſtep up into the Propher's 
Chair, and not much enquire if God will 
uphold them in it, nor regard to have the 
fame Spirit, It's like, ſuch know not . 
| : pirit 
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A Funeral SERMON, ., 


Spirit they are of: To expect Honour from 
the meer Character of an Office, is too weak, 
without a recommending Excellency of Spi- 


Prov. 26. rit: He that ſo truſts bis own Heart is a Fool, 
1—28,26. and Honour is not ſeemly for ſuch, nor will con- 


Prov. 29. tinue ; for it upholds the humble in Spirit. Where 


23. 


is the Lord? Can mean no leſs than to wiſh 
he were apparently here, or would prove 
that he is ſo, by dividing that River to him: 
Nor did he expect this Miracle either with- 
out need, or without Warrant: Nor ſhould 
I ever blame a young Prophet for being ear-. 


neſt with God for ſome early Proof that he 


is, and will be ſenſibly with him in the Way 
that he ſends him. Eliſha is now actually 
the Prophet, yet this nor any Miracle is at 
his Command : God doth not fo ſubje& 
himſelf to any Man's Pleaſure ; but no fit 
Thing will he deny to the fervent Prayer of 
Faith, Jam. 1. 16, 17. 1 Fob. 5. 14. Rev. 11. 
5, 6. Perhaps Jordan did not open when 
he firſt ſmote it with this Mantle, for there 


was no ſuch Vertue in the Mantle, therefore 


recollecting himſelf, and calmly ſmiting it 
again, he thus cries to his Maſter's God, and 
then it yields, that all may ſee Fehovah did it; 
and ſo Chriſt himſelf, when in Form of 2 
Servant he did Miracles, he looked up to 
God; Fob. 11. 41, 42. Act. 10. 38. for laith 
he in Joh. 14. 10. tbe Father that ſent me, doth 
ihe Works, Much lefs can we do any thing 
but in his Name and Power : Therefore may: 
we be inſtant with him for ſome neceſſary 


Pledges of his Preſence in our Way, as Solo- 


King, 8. 7% was when he had finiſhed the Temple; 


for what ſignify Temples, Altars, Sermons, 
or other Divine Ordinances, if God is not in 
them? And what a poor Cypher is Elijah or 
| | Solomon 

1 


on the Death of Mr. James Forbes. 9 
Solomon, if left of God? Eliſhs cries not for 
his Maſter's Return to this World: God has 
determined that Point, and he decently ſub- f 
mits; but all the Concern is ſor his Maſter's 0 
God: Where'is the Lord God of Elijah? Where 
is He, even He? Wie | 2 
Some. Criticks would differently tranſlate 
the Text: I rake our common Verſion, and 
underſtand it as I ſaid, to mean a vehement 
Prayer. Where is the Lord God of Elijah? That 
is, He who was ſo. manifeſtly with Elhab, 
that alli/-ael knew it. Oh! that the ſame Fe- 
hovab that has ſet me in his Room, would now 
give me this confirming Sign, that He will 
effectually be with me to the ſame Purpoſes 
as He was with my Maſter ; a very juſtifiable 
and laudable'Waſh. 8 TE. 
And who can blame us, if reminding that 
excellent Spirit that reſted on our Fathers, 
the Miniſters of the laſt Age; and the Proof 
thereof by the glorious Succeſs of God's 
Work in their Hands; we on ſeeing it go 
| backward, ſhould alſo cry out, Where is the Deut. 31. 
Lord their God? His Prophets, old or new, do *7* 
not live for ever; and at their Death we 
know whither their God removes them: Then 
they are ignorant of us, and can no way help 
us any more. But ſtill the Lord liveth: Oh! IIa. 63.16, 
where is their God, who did by them ad- 
vance a bleſſed Work of Reformation even 
in Troubleſome Times? My good old Maſter 
Elijah is gone; That Ciſtern is broken; the 
Creature fails me, and I can bear that, if 
God abides with me, otherwiſe not: There- | 
fore I cry again and again, Oh! where is my | 
Maſter's God? The God whom 1[/rael did for- = 
fake, and my Maſter did then cleave to; the 
God who own'd and honour'd my Maſter in. 


3 


* ; 
„ 
N 1 4 
8 

. 
" 4 
. ö q 
2 16 4x 
t * 
* 5 *1 
* 
uM 
'by 0 
3 j . 
$f 
"RD 
} 
* my » 
| 
"+ 
. 2 * 
3 
„„ 
1 **. 
* . 
5 N 
of Rr 
4 "I 7 
"A 
1 
—_— 
tht N 
„. 
4 . ' 
. b 
1 "6 
' 4 
: . 4 
44 e 
„ 
| + 
- 16 
140 
A; 15 
rr 
= 
ERS 
q * 
| — k 
2 4 
. 
Wi „ 
War: 
N * 
uf * 
"0 
POS. 
} #? 
1-6 
l K 3 t 
G g * 
8 
nh b 
"© * 
* 
137 with 
Ne 
* „ 
l 124 & 
0 . * 
3 
=”. 
NR 
. a 
; * 
"Ft; * 
1 
n 
n 
a 
3,0 
by 17% £ 
»j T 4 
1 * 
* 
9 
, 4 
4%} 
- 
oy 
4 , 
1. ly 
. 
* . 2 
; Wo 
BER 
4 
ON 
5 * 


91 
#4 


* 
—— 


OE": 


ro £9 EF 2 if 


2 

* 

. 
* 


8 
SISA . 
. TD IE EET * 
2 : 2 2723 * 4 
N {ons 755 
22 * 


1 


— 


. 


„ 


* 
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owning and honouring him: All my Care is 


to have him appear with me, and for me. 
Oh where is He? Ye know how juſt a Cauſe 
we have for the ſame Expoſtulation this Day, 
A venerable old Prophet is called from us. 
There. there ye all ſee his Lifeleſs Remains, 
and that Grave open to receive them : This 
is for us to lay to Heart, and oh may the ſad 


Spectacle engage this Congregation ſo to do. 


God's calling his eminently Faithful Servants 
from their Work, may well awaken Survivor, 


to look out for real Proofs of the ſame Spirit 


and Preſence of God continuing with them in 
' the ſame Work. | 


The Work of God in the Hands of his Peo- 
ple and Miniſters in all Ages, is to preſerve 
or reſtore, and propagate true Religion in 


Pfal. 9% this World. Revite thy Vork: The Work 
. whereby He makes himſelf known: His Work 


Rom. 16. 


ö 18. 


of New-Creation by his Word and Spirit of 
Grace, drawing and gathering his Elect unto 
Chriſt their Head, edifying and perfecting 
the Saints in him, and proſpering the Means 
appointed to that end. It commonly fares 
with this good Work, according to the Spirit 
and Temper of the Men that have it in 
Hand. If they are Wile and Upright, they'll 
never pretend to manage it by their own 
Skill or Power, but in the Name of the Lord, 
and for his Glory. Worldly Miniſters are 
intent on their own Subſiſtence and Safety; 
their Cry is, 2vbo will ſhew us any Good ? But 
Elifha's hearty Concern is to ſee God till at his 
Right Hand, to carry him well through his 
Miniſtry, and thro' all the Difficulties that 
attend him in it; ſpecially now that his _ 
Fes (ES F er 


* 


tc 


ſtrong. Then, tho' I by fulfilling my Mini- 
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— 


ſter can aſſiſt, or encourage him no more; 
but oh that my Maſter's God would hold me 
{till as one of the Stars in his Right Hand, and I Rev. 2. 
ſhall do worthily for him. Let him go on to 1. 
maintain his Intereſt in the World, and mag- 
nify Himſelf by me, as he did by Elijah, and 
then I may do as great and hard Things as 
he, and break thro' as great Oppoſition, like 
Moſes leading Iſrael thro' the Red Sea, or as 
Foſhua into the fortify'd Cities of Canaan, or 
like thoſe other Worthies in Heb. 11. 33, 34. 
who, thro' Faith ſubdued Kingdoms, wrought 
Righteouſneſs, and out of Weakneſs were made 


ſtry, provoke the Powers of Hell, as all zea- 
lous Reformers do, I ſhall go on, and the 
Pleaſure of the Lord ſhall proſper in my 
Hand, Eph. 6. 10 12. 2 Tim. 1.7, 8. But 1 
can never be ſafe or eaſy without the preſent 
Help of Iſrael's God. That's all the Satis- 
faction which his People crave in their Work, 
even to find their God where he uſeth to be 
found; and ſo it ſhould be ours. Let us now 
conſider, | „ ie 


1. What was that Preſence of God which 
he vouchſafed to and with Elijab. 
2. How juſtly Eliſba craves the ſame. 
z. That God's removing Elijah, did juſtly 
awaken him thereuntc. 
4. On what Terms may that Favour be I 
expected. : 


1. What was that Preſence of God, afforded 
to his Servant Elijah? 

It ſeems, that Eliſha, in miniſtring to him, 
had been Witneſs of ſome Appearances of 
God to and with his Maſter, bearing him 
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thro' his Work and Trials, which he judged 
ſo neceſſary, that he could not be without 
the like : For he craves the ſame Aſſiſtance, 
Protection, Acceptance, Comforts and Suc- 
before, Exed. 33. 13, f. Without Which we 
can do Nothing, eſpecially when a ſwelling 
Jordan is in our Way, or any Floods are like 
to ſtop us in our Duty, Foſh. 24. 6, 7+ IIa. 42. 
13, 15, 16. John 15. 5, Now, in the Text, 
that gracious effectual Preſence of God with 


Elijab, is couch'd in the Phraſe of the Lord's 


being bis Gd. 


And the Lord Jehovah was Elijabs God, 
in wo Reſpects. 1 75 3 


1. In the common Senſe of the Covenant, 


as he was the God of Abraham and of 1/rael his 
choſen People: He by gracious Covenant 
came near to them, and made them nigh to 


him: He became their Friend, their Patron, 
and their Portion: He ſet his Love on them, 
took peculiar Care of them, ſanctifyd them 
to be his Habitation, engag'd himſelf and all 
his Perfections in all the Goncern of their 
Redemption and Salvation, while other Na- 
tions were without Chriſt, and without God; 
having not obtained Mercy, Elijah was a faith- 
ful Iſratlite, ſo God was with him, by giving 
him a Share in all the Riches of his preciqus 
Pſal. 93. Promiſes, as he doth to all ſuch, _ 
24, 25- 2. As he was a Prophet of the Lord, God 
—84. lo. was with him, and was his God by a more 
peculiar Covenant, like that Covenant of 
Rev. 2:. Levi, in Mal. 2. 5, 8. He is called the Lord 
6. God of the Holy Prophets, Becauſe he ſpeaks his 
Mind directly to them, Heb. 1. 1. Or * 
OLE. OE them 
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chem with the Knowledge. of his Counſel } + 


| 8 


Mouths, and ſent them to ſpeak in his Name, 


or by his Authority, 2 Sam. 23. 2. Fer. 26. 2. 
Acts 3. 21. Whereupon this was the common 


Stile of their Meſſages, Tbas \ſaith the Lord: 


And to believe the Prophets, wus to believe the 
Lord. Moreover, the Lord did on fit Occa- 
ſions, openly juſtify their Miſſion, and con- 


firm their Word by mighty Signs and Mira- 


cles, Ja. 44. 26. Ack. 14. 3. Rom. 15. 18, 19. 


Heb. 2.4. Alſo He being their God, pro- 
ſper'd them in going on his Errand, carry'd 
Home their Word with convincing Power to 


many Hearers Conſciences, and fo turned 
their Hearts from Idols and falſe Ways to the 


Lord their God, x King: 18. 39. 1 Thefſ. 1. 9. 
However, in their Miniſtry, he helped and 
defended them ſo far as was meet; and like 
a good Maſter, aſſiſted them in his Service: 


2 Chron. 
20. 20. 


He that ſent me is with me. Thus the Lord was Joh. 8 9 


Elijab's God, in that He richly anointed him 


for, and called him to his Office, gave him 


Spiritual Gifts, with Faith and Courage to diſ- 


charge it ; viſibly owned him in it with Suc- 
ceſs, and confirmed his Word by undeniable 
Miracles. Eliſba knowing this, doth there- 
fore pray to this Effect: May the Lord God 


| of Iſrael, the God of the Holy Prophets, 


grant me the Allowance of former Prophets, 
to fit me for, and aid me in his Work. Let 
him pleaſe to appear to me and with me, as 
he uſed to do with Elijah: Let him fill me with 
ſpiritual Power, to plead and act for him, 


Mic. 3. 8. and then let him confirm and pro- 


ſper my Word, to reduce Sinners to his Obe- 


dience. This is that Preſence of God that 
is here intreated ; the ſame that St. Paul hege d 
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2 Tim. 4. for Timothy ; The Lord Jeſus Chrift be with thy 


22, 


AR. 11. 
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Spirit; and the ſame which the Apoſtles found 
in their Miniſtrations. When God took away 
his Prophet Elijah, himſelf ſeemed to with- 
draw; and then, What could Eliſha do alone? 
For the way of Man is not in himſelf ; and 
he wall be apt to marr and ruin all his Work. 
O, therefore, ſays he, that my Maſter's God 


will appear with me, as with him, I/. 5 1. 9, 


Jof * . 


Neh. 9. 
20. 


. 10. 


10. or he ſo effectually preſent with me in all 
my Neceſſities. . l 


2. Conſider now his juſt Reaſons far that 
Requeſt, and Hope. rol 010 mon 


1. Elijal's God had now call'd Eliſha actu· 


ally into the ſame Office, or to be a Witneſs 
for pure Religion and Reformation in his 
Day: Therefore he had ground to expect, 


That God who ſent him, would not be want- 


ing to him, nor let him go to Warfare at his 
own Charge; And the rather, becauſe he had 
ſeen Elijah taken up; on which Condition it 
was promis'd him, to haye' double Portion of 
bis Spirit. 5 TER 

2. Eliſha, in his Work, was to encounter the 
ſame Difficulties, from an obſtinate Prince 


, 


and 2 hardened People, as his Maſter had 


done : Yea, perhaps, more and greater Op- 
poſition from various Enemies : Had he not 


need then of the ſame preſent Power to bear 
him thro” ? The ableſt Miniſter, being alone, 


is inſufficient for ſuch Hardſhips, or to pre- 
ſerve and promote true Religion in a malig- 
nant World, 2 Cor. 3. 5. 1 Cor. 3.6, J. Eph, 6. 1o. 

3. This younger Prophet had like Paſſions 
and Infirmities as Elijah had, or greater; and 


was compaſſed with like Temptations: 


mY 


There- 
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Therefore, unleſs the Lord be wind ln, he 
might ſoon err from his Way, or be difcou- 


rag d in it: Only the Lord can ſuſtain 
him with his Hand, J. 42. 1, 4. Hence 
Moſes and Solomon, in the beginning of their 


Way and Enterprizes for God and his People, 


were ſo earneſt for his ſenſible Preſence with 
them; and ſurely Eliſha had now a like Senſe 
of his Caſe. Woe to the Miniſter whom God 
forſakes ! 5 5 8 


4. God's Honour and Intereſt in the World 


were now equally concerned in the young 
Prophet's faithful and honourable Diſcharge of 
his Office, as he was in Elijab's: What then 


will he do for his great Name? Or rather, 
What will he not do for his own Glory in the 
World? For ſhould the young Man be left to 


miſcarry in his Work, great Miſchief to Re- 
ligion muſt enſue, which nothing but God's 
Preſence with him could prevent. The old 
Deceiver will ſoon beguile and miſlead any of 
us by falſe Colours, if left to our own Spirit: 
We are Weak, Raſh, and eaſily perverted in 
our Thoughts, Judgments, Inclinations and 
Affections, and often know not what Spirit 
we are of ; and then, what woful Work we 


make in the Houſe of God, ler The Hiſtory of 


Biſhops and their Councils declare. Tis the Lord 
himſelf muſt build his Houſe, and bear the 


Glory, Zech. 6. 13. And when he does to, 


he takes away from the Prieſt his filthy Gar- 
ments, cloaths him with Change of Rai- 
ment, and ſets a fair Miter on his Head, 


| Zech. 3. 4, 5. 


From theſe few Hints, we ſee Reaſon 
enough of the Young Prophet's expoſtulating, 
Where is the Lord God of Elijah? And ſurely in 
all Ages there will be the ſame Cauſe. 
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3. God's removing the faithful old Prophet 
from his Work, was a juſt Occaſion for the 
Succeſſor thus to pray, and may well awaken 
4s allo therevata.. al eig mtd. 
1. Becauſe ſuch Mens Deaths or Removes 
(eſpecially from a backſliding People) give Su- 
ſpicion that God has been provok'd thereto 
by miſimproving his Meſſengers, or fruſtra- 
ting their Meſſage or Miniſtry. In that caſe 
his calling away the beſt ſeems to threaten, 


that himſelf will depart, and take away the 


Glory from untractable People; and he will 


ſurely do ſo, unleſs they repent, and detain 


him by humble Supplication. It's then Time 
to lay hold on him, deprecate his Wrath; 
for by whom ſhall Jacob ariſe? What can we 
think in our Day, when God calls from us ſo 
many of his Friends, eminent Servants,. and 
zealous WitnefAes, but that he reſents our ill 


Mic. 2. 6, Cartiage, and is about to remove our Candle- 


ſtick, unleſs we ſaw ſuch others raiſed and 
acting in their Spirit? ; | | 

2. This ſhould awaken our Prayer, becauſe 
of the woful Conſequences of God's ta- 
king away his Faithful Witneſſes. They 


were Lights of the World, Monitors to 


Men, and Mediators for ſinful Men by fer- 
vent Prayer to God to turn his Anger away, 
as Moſes and Samuel did. All theſegood Of- 
fices ceaſe when they are remov'd, and all 
other their faithful Labours, whereby they 
under God were a Safe-Guard to his People, 
as Elijah was both the Chariots and Horſemen of 
Iſrael, and a happy Guide to the Sons of the 
Prophets by his wiſe Inſtruction and Exam- 
ple. Take away ſuch, and then what Ca- 
lamities may not invade? What Ruins on 
every part of the Work of God which they 
| carry'd 
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carry'd- on? Grievous Wolves will enter after AQs 20. 
Paul's Departure, and Woe to the bereaved . 
Flock, if but fooliſh Shepherds ſucceed the true ; 

but when the Lord calls Maſes to Reſt, if Fo- 

ſbua riſe in the fame Spirit, and God appears Tech 
wich him, in like Operations, all ſhall yet Fg. 2. , 
do well. The ſame: Spiritual Anointing up- 5. ” 
on Succeſſors, is the great Proviſion that 
God has made to WON the Truth and 
Power of Religion in this World. Therefore 
may his People uſe a Boldneſs of Faith in 
begging his promiſed Spirit , which would 


John 14. 
17; 35. 


make the weak among us be as David, and Da- 


vid as the Angel of the Lord bef-re them; for he _ 12. 
ives Power to the faint, and to them that have no 


Might be increaſeth Strength. So faint and fee- Iſa. 40. 29, 


ble are we become by loſing our Fathers and 3*: 
Strong Men, our Glory is fled away, and it's 
time to cry out, Where is the Lord, our Father's 
God? And did we ſo pray in good earneſt, or 
pour out our Hearts in Prayer, that were the 
ſet Time for God to ariſe and favour Sion; juſt as Pſal. 102. 


upon Eliſha's anxious Prayer, he open'd For- 3, 17. 


dan, and the Prophet paſſed over, he is a 
very preſent Help, and loves to vield to his 
dervant's Intreaty. It remains to ſhew, 

4. On what Terms may ſurviving Suppli- 
cants expect God's appearing with them and 
for them, as he did with and for their Fa- 
thers? . N 

On the ſame Terms, no doubt, as Eliſha 
here obtain'd the ſame Favour; he walking 
in the ſame Spirit as his Holy and Faithful 
Maſter, Elijab had done; the one wasterm'd, 


A Man of God, and fo was the other; let us 


only obſerve what that Character means, and 
how they anſwer d ir, and do accordingly. 
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Johni.6. Authorizdro ſpeak in God's Name, or as God's 


5 Moſes was term'd A Man of God, Deut. 33. 1. 


and ſo Samuel, x Sam. 9. 6. So were the Ho- 


ly Angels appearing in humane Form, and 
ſent on Errands to Men; and ſo were the 


Holy Prophets commonly ſtiled; and fo Ti- 


mot ly, 1 Tim. 5. 11. fo Elijab, 2 Kings 1. 9, 


10. and Eliſha, cap. 4. 9. 16. Now to be a 
Man of God, contains all that which is {till 


requir'd towards enjoying the Preſence of 

God. £ | | EY 6 
1. A Man of God is one whom God the Fa- 

ther of Spirits hath formed anew by Grace 


fer bimſelf and like himſelf : A Man truly God- 
like in his Temper, Purpoſes and Actions, as 


if he had dropt out of Heaven; of a more 
excellent Spirit and Deſign, and Way, than 


1 John 5. other Men, putting on the Lord Jefus Chriſt, 


and Spiritually minded as he. 


2. A Man ſent out from God, as the Prophets 
and Angels were, and as fobn Baptiff was, 


Ambaſſador, and ſo to treat with Men about 


mo em. 2. all their Affairs with God. : 
2 Tim. 3. 3. A Man like the Holy Angels in this, 
17. 


10. 


that tho' ſent out unto Men, they continue fill 


Matth.18. with God, and behold his Face. A Man that is 


much, and famiiiar with God, as in Prayer, 
and God therein meets and converſes with 


Act. 6. 4. him. 


4. A Man that is truly and wholly devoted to 
God's Honour and Service, acting therein with 
pure Zeal and Singleneſs of Heart; not bi- 
aſs'd by worldly Influence, nor halting be- 
tween God and Baal: The Court and the 
Soldiers knew Elijah to be a Man of God by 
his extraordinary Spirit and Way ; God's pe- 
culiar Favourite; the Man of his Secret; in- 
timate in his Counſel, acquainted with his 

: Purpoſes, 


N S * 


— lads Cid 
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Purpoſes, and a faithful Witneſs of his Will 
He was a Man all for God, appearing on his 
vide when the Ten Tribes of Jrael ſo gene- 

rally fell away, to Worſhip Baal, as Moſes and 


che Levites did of old. He kept himſelf pure Exod. 32. 


from that reigning din in the polluted Land, 26. 
and teitity'd plainly and boldly againſt it, be- 
ing very jealous for the Lord God of Iſrael. For 1 King. 


1 Man of God muſt always be zealouſly af- 18. 22,35, 


tected in a good matter; thus was Eliſha, a 37. cap. 
Man Anointed and called of God to his Of- 19. 1,14. 
fice, and true to God in diſcharging it, and 
doubtleſs like Elijab, and all the holy Pro- 
phets, he was much with God in Prayer, and 
owned of God in his Work; faithful in his 
Allegiance co God in all Diſcouragements, 
not biaſs'd by all the Terrors of the King. 

Upon theſe Terms God would be with his 
other Servants in the Work he ſends them 
about. John Baptiſt being zealous and impar- 
tial in reproving Sin, and calling to Repen- 
tance, and teſtifying of Chriſt to. the Jet, 
God honoured him: So faithful was Paul in 
the Churches, and ſo ſucceſsful ; ſo were Me- Ag. 20. 
ſes and Samuel in their Day, following the 20. 
Lord fully: Now, like theſe Men of God, fo ? 9 4 I, 
let us be the People of God indeed, ſeparated to © ** 
himſelf from the common World, devoted to 
his Fear and Honour, and conſtant in his 
Covenant, and that among all Temptations 
and Backſlidings ; and doubtleſs God will then 
be intreated to be with us, as he was with our 1 King. 
Fathers, and we may expect this will in due 57. 58. 
Time appear to our ſelves and others. | 

But alas! our degenerating from this Spi- 
rit and Practice forfeics all; for if inſtead of 
being holy Men of God, we Miniſters and Chri- 
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2 Chron. 
15. 2. 
Malach. 
1 4, 9. 


ftians prove but men of the Earth, "worldly in 
our Spirit, Purpoſe, and Converſation : If 
we venture on our holy Calling without a holy 


Anointing : If young Eliſha's diſdain the 
Company and Counſel of Holy, Grave and 
Wiſe Elijab's, whereby they ſhould be bap- 
tiz d in the ſame Spirit, as 2 Tim. 3.10. com- 
pard with Phil. 2. 22. If they grow vain, 


light, heady, ſelf- confident, ſelf- pleaſing and 
ſelf-ſeeking: If they more affect and converſe 


with the Children of this World, than with 


the Saints, the Excellent of the Earth, or 
more than with God and their Bibles: If they 


reſtrain Prayer, wherein the Prophets uſe to 
abound: If they caſt off holy Fear, and ad- 
venture into the broad Way of the Multitude, 
then indeed they may long cry, and to little 
Purpoſe, Where is the Lord God of Elijah? For 


by the Rule of his Covenant, and the Pra- 


&ice of Ancient Times, the Lord is with us, 
while we are with him, If the Sons of the Pro- 
phets be corrupted in Schools, or neglected 


there, then are our Fountains poiſon'd, and 


we are Undone, Undone. If due Care is 
not taken that theſe outſnine others in Humi- 
lity and ſolid Piety, as well as in acquired 
Knowledge, and that their Spirits be divine- 
ly prepar'd-to attend on God, and minifter 
in his holy Things: Then we do really give 
way to a Foreign Spirit, and that Spirit will 
enter, and turn all Things upſide down. Tis 


here, here the Proteſtant Churches have been 


deadly wounded, even by many degenerate 
Miniſters, Not men of God, and here muſt we 
begin to reform. 8 

We have now taken ſome view of our Pro- 
phet's preſent Concern of Mind, what it 
was for, what Reaſon he had for ſuch Con- 
SGD | Cern; 
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cern; what he pray'd for; what Faith, and 
what Fear ſeem to be imply'd in his Prayer. 
The old Prophet's Death awaken'd him to this 
ſollicitous Out-cry, and it's well for us to find 
it recorded, that his Prayer met with Succeſs ; 
tor we ſo praying may yet hope, in evil Days 
as his, to ſpeed as well : And certainly we 
have as much need to pour out our Prayer. 


And now, judge ye this Day, having ſuch 
à Spectacle before your Eyes, as that dear 
man of God deceas'd, have not we cauſe to re- 


peat the Prophet's Cry, Where is our Fathers 
God? Or to ſeek the former Proofs that yet 
he abides with us, tho' our Fathers are not. 


We all feel a heavy Hand of the holy One 


now, in taking from us, at ſuch a Time, the 
Venerable Elijah of this Country; gather'd in- 
deed like a Shock of ripe Corn in its Seaſon, 
for he was full of Days, compleating his Four- 
[core and third Tear; but where have we another 


now, every way ſo valuable for Intereſt 


in God and Men, and capable to fill his 
Room? | 

I think it's to little Purpoſe to tell you of his 
Parentage and Deſcent from an Honourable 
Scotch Family, a Branch whereof is now Earl 


of Granard in Ireland. His Education was in 


his Native Country, Learned and Pious, 


among the Sons of the Prophets at Aberdeen, 


where he ſoon obtain d a Maſter's Degree, 
and coming to England a few Years after, 


was in Oxford readily admitted ad eundem 
gradum. It's more to his Honour that he was 

born of God, and betimes was ſavingly taught 
the Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, and the won- 


drous Way of Lite and Salvation by him, be- 
ing deſigngd therein to inſtruct others alſo. 


Wiſe Providence choſe this City for the Place 


of 
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A Funeral SERMON, 


of his Miniſtry, and in the 25th Year of his 
Age, brought him to labour in this Vineyard 
in 1654, and that in the moſt publick Audi- 


tory , that according to the Enlargement of 


his Heart for Chriſt, he might fow the good 
Seed of the Word in a large Field. Such Bleſ- 
ſing crownd his Work, that in few Years a 
ſelect People, being moſtly his own Con- 


verts, chole and called him to be their Paſtor. 


They gave themſelves to the Lord, and to him by 


the Will of God, to be over them in the Lord, as 


their Guide and Overſeer : Some of his firſt 


Diſciples (the confirming and encouraging 


Seals of his early Miniſtry) may yet remain, 
who with others whom the Lord added to 
the Church the ſame way, will be his Joy and 
Crown in the Day of the Lord Jeſus. Fifty 
and Eight Years, wanting but one Month, he. 
continued in Paſtoral Care of this little Flock, 
except when the Jealouſie of ſome Neigh- 


bours did him the Honour to be the Lord's 


Priſoner and Exile for Two or Three ſhort 
Seaſons; by which means he had a ſpace of 
breathing from his immoderate Labours, which 
in the Fervour of Youth were like to ſhorten 
his Days. After Six Years Preaching the King- 
dom of God, there, he (with much very good 
Company) was removed from ſo publick Op- 
portunity of Service; yet as an Embaſſador 
of Chriit, he ceaſed not to diſpenſe the Word 


of Reconciliation where he might, nor to 


watch for your Souls; not counting his Liber- 


ty or Life dear, that he might teſtify the 
Goſpel of the Grace of God. Now, While 


an Able, Holy, Heavenly, Peaceable Miniſtry. 
uniced their Endeavours by faithful Preaching: 
and Prayer to turn Sinners from the Power of 
Satan to God (as Chriſt in his Day did 8 
| | 9 ties 


bon the Death of Mr. James Forbes. 23 


Cities and Villages of Fudes) and God gave Matth. 9. 
Teſtimony to the Word of his Grace, your 35 | 4 

old Proverb was beſt verify'd, Sure, God is in 
Gloceſterſhire. A Miniſter called by God, 
I 


„„ 


and Separated to Preach the Goſpel of his 

Son, could not be diſcharg'd by Man from 

that high Obligation. Sometime the Apo- Ack. 4. 

ſtles preached the Word with much Contention, that 19, 20. 
is, againſt unreaſonable Men, who forbad to 3 . 

ſpeak to the Gentiles that they might be ſaved.  Thefſ.>. 

and ſometimes we cannot pleaſe God, and rs, 16. 

keep a good Conſcience, without doing that 

which will offend ſome Men. 

Under this Reftraint our Elijab Preached 

thoſe Sermons from P/al. 73. 1. of the Goodneſs 

of God to his Iſrael in all Ages, which for con- 

firming the Churches, he printed in 1700, and 

at the ſame Time another ſmall Tract, A 

Summary of that Knowledge and Practice that leads 

to Heaven, inculcating moſt the Relative Du- 

ties of all Chriſtians, as St. Paul frequently 

did in the Hortatory Part of his Epiſtles. By 

this one may ſee, that the judicious Aſſerters 

of God's Free-Grace, are the ſure Friends of 

Univerſal Godlineſs. There was one John 

Elliot that troubled himſelf and others with a 

ſooliſn Scrible of the Grace of God in all Men, 

which being not the True Grace of God wherein 
Chriſtian Believers ſtand, our deceaſed Friend 

rook Pains to expole it in Print, for Eſtabliſh- 

ing the Faithful. 

For theſe and many greater Labours his 
Praiſe is in many Hearts and Churches. His 
crue Character you can beſt read in your own 
Breafts ; for ye were in hit Heart to live and die 
with jou, to ſpend and be ſpent every way for your 
Souls. So well he had learnt of Chriſt to copy 
after his holy Apoſtle, A#s 20. 18, 19, z - 

| | P'bil. 
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Phil. i. 5. 1 Thef. 2.8, 9, I7. We are all Wit- 


neſſes of his good Furniture for all his great 
Work, and of his gracious Spirit therein. The 
Word of Chriſt dwelt richly in him, and was 
familiar to him: In a right uſe of which de- 
poſited Treaſure he gave himſelf to the Miniſtry 
of that Word, and to Prayer. He was a ready 
Scribe in the Law of his God, and like Timo- 
thy, very much acquainted with the Holy 
Scriptures from his Youth upwards : Being 
early ſeaſon'd with the love of: the Truth as it 
is in Jeſus ; he proceeded in the conſtant Study 
of the Oracles of God, all his Days, and 
daily brought forth to his Family Things 
nw and on. .:-.: . -- „ 
There was indeed what the Scripture calls 
a Church in his Houſe, and it was a very valu- 
able and uſeful Parr of his Family Worſhip,eve- 
ry Morning and every Evening at ſeaſonable 
Hours, to give the Scope and Senſe of a Cha 
ter then read ; which though he was well able 


to do, without particular Study, yet leaſt he 


ſhould offer to the Lord what coſt him nothing, or 
any worſe than the Male of his Flock, he till 
premeditated that Chapter, and conſulted 
Interpreters; ſo digeſted well what he after- 
ward judiciouſly deliver'd to Edification; 
and in his Preparation for this and other Ser- 
vices he had a mighty Advantage by his rare 
Husbandry of precious Morning Time, 

As Prayer follow'd that Inſtruction, He 
excelled in a Spirit of Prayer, (a Phraſe I need 
not ſhun, for the ſcurrilous Obloquy of Fools) 
and as in his ordinary courſe Prayer was his 
Practice, ſo on ſpecial Occaſions, he excited 


others to that Divine Exerciſe : Envious Ob- 


ſervers have noted this, to the upbraiding of 
others, that in the greateſt Neceſſities of the 
- a Kingdom, 


5 
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on the Death. of Mr. James Forbes. 


Kingdom, had no Heart unto it. One of his 
laſt Endeavours to ſerve his Generation, was 
by writing 2 Solemn Call to Extraordinary Prayer; 
by Occaſion of a furious Spirit raging: thro? 
the Land iri 1710. At wlich Time the 
County-Miniſters had agreed to promote that 
ſeaſonable Work. When he was but ſent to, 
to give his Judgment on any Caſe in Writing, 
it was uſually prefac'd (as many of his Ser- 
mon Notes were) with ſerious Invocation of 
:Drane e of - Tees to. on 
Being full of other Occupations, only the 
ſmall Treatiſes aforeſaid have paſſed the 
Preſs, tho I think more of his Miſcellanies 
were ſo devoted; but it doth not certainly 


appear which. His Epiſcopacy was but Con- 


gregational, as were the Primitive Dioceſſes; 
but he abounded in Labours therein, and elſe- 
where, on all fit Occaſions. Nor was he 


weary, after Threeſcore Years ſo ſpent, of 


ſerving ſo good a Maſter with his very Spirit 
in the Goſpel. God had bleſſed him with a firm 


and hardy Conſtitution, which he was always 


ready to employ to edifie the Body of Chriſt, and 
to aſſiſt others in promoting his Kingdom in 
the World. I appeal to his laſt Sermon to the 
United-Miniſters, in Fune, 1711. when, under 


| great Decay of Natural Strength, he chear- 


fully exerted himſelf beyond his Ability, in 


moving us to eflay the Reviving of the Work of 


God, from Habb. 3. 2. Indeed, like St. Paul in 
1 Cor. 15. 10. He did labour more than we all; 
et, like him inthat alſo, no Man leſs valued 
his own Services; for he had no Confidence in the 
Fleſh. Thro all his Courſe, he ſtedfaſtly re- 
tained, and teſtified the Goſpel of God; and from 
that he afſerted the ſoyereign efficacious 
Grace of ths New Covenant in Chriſt, 
6 = "me _ againſt 


4 Funeral, $ K NM N. _— 


DD” NC 


Wiſdom, Power or Righteouſnets:in :B 
Man, whereby he might be juſtify'd, or re- 
commended to God's Acceptance. 
Vet no Man was more diſpoſed to conſtme 
favourably the Words and Meanings of other 
Men, whoſe Modes of Speech, con- 
cerning ſome Evangelical Do&tines, he could 


not affect; provided they did hold the Head, 


and heartily ſerve the Lord Chriſt in teach- 
ing Tranſgreſſours his Ways. This was his 
Principle, that 'whereunto we bad attained, we 
ſhould walk together, as Brethren in Chriſt; 
and wherein we differ, aue ſhould forbear one aui- 
ther in love; and ſo wait for increaſe of Light, 
which will ariſe to the Upright. And while 
e all know in part, and Propheſie in part, I ſeg 
no 1 of Peace and Concord upon 
any other Frindpflie . on yr 
As to publick Worſhip, his Judgment is 


beſt known by his uniform Practice, and to 


ſome, by a copious Writing on that Head: 
According to his Perſuaſion, he kept cloſe to 
the perfect Rule of the Word, the true Proteſtant 
Principle of Framing and Reforming the 
Church ; judging, that Purity and godly 
Peace cannot be preſerved, if we open any 
Door to mix humane Inventions with Chriſt's 
Inſtitutions. This made him a Nonconformif 
for Chriſt's ſake ; and having counted the 
Coſt, he continued fo, in Bonds, Impriſon- 
ments and all Trials. I have ſeen Biſhop 
Frampton's Letters, to move him from this 
Foundation ; bur in vain, Conſcience oblig'd 
him to worſhip God in the Way that ſome call 


Hereſy : and his Accuſers had Nothing againſt 


him (in quiet, or in troubleſome Times) but 


in the Matters of bis God. I forbear his parti- 


culac 


N 
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on thi Death e Mr. James Forbes, 4 
culat Sufferings, às in Chef C aſtle, for a 
Concern in a Plot that never had any Being $ 
In the Nen, as A Diſſenting Preacher 
from which 1 have ſcen his Taree affeckionate 
— of C 7 and Comfort to the Perſe- 


— 
Heul Diſſenters chere ins (and 
ir Wers a i Weiner indeed if in ſuch cloudy 
and trying Times, there ſhould not be) ſome 
vutying Sentimerits as to Matters of Order ind 
Piſcipline in Particular: Churches: - This firſt 
appear d, whilſt thar brave Hſſemb iy at Weſt 
minſter, 8 $ - Were attempting ſome I 
Prog reſs Nefer tion: £4 Learned, 0 
a Men on both: Sides Rad long? a 5 
coke to a better Underftanding,and publiſh'd 
their Judgments and —_— for nearer 
Ummon; ànd . Aer — Bice. Denommi- 
nations i in London teu n after 
the Bleſſed — fry 1688, moſt Minifters 
of both Petſusſions thro the Nation, thought 
it neceflary, and à decent hattfioniving with 
that kind Providence, to purſue the Healing 
the NY Atempt, and aboliſh the dividing Names, 
aly | which Save weak ot worſe People'a handle 
ny to foment ee Alienations. This 
ls | ifſucd in the Head, of Agreement, ſighted April 6, 
. 1691. Preſaging ſome due Improvement of 
ni 5 
the out glorious Delfverance from Popiſh Tyram 
151 ny, and of out legal Indulgence. Aas! that 


SEFE FLOP TARTYS - ABS] * 


Shs 5 _ 
= 8 4 8 8 Y 


* XS 


2 * 


op tome of d Spirits ſdon went back 
red from, that Pecifient3os { but 'tn6ſt hearty a 

gd ey Ws wur ß 000 Mer = ! 46compliſt; 
541 ond ts RO 18. Well was he ot 
nſt Crt = e 


ach Enemy Tos Nene th A Means to 
lar GS md an angry — over the Nation 
* | Da A Fire ©, 


„ „ * . F 
—— — —— — 
Aa. 7s - 4 4 - 


. 22 por I. RT. = OO 
7+ 428 — 
5 * . — 4 _—_ —_— _ 
ITS '& a © 27 ==. £ a4 1 3 * 
7 2 > — ” - "x 4 * 
: 
3 


3 
Pj 


. 


_ 
"es" 
Se? 


— 


* 
- 2 


£01385 98; 1% znr 1 


S1 * 1 {1 


7. 


A Haeral S E RMO N, 


a Motion, that we. Diſſenters of. this. 
ſpould revive and pratiice the\ [ard Heads of y ——- 


ment: And as became his Age and Experience; 


in che very Jaſt Year of his Life, he exhorted 


other Brethren, That all who, love our Lord, 


Jeſus Chriſt in Sincerity; world: more per- 
fectly Unite in him, and Regngrben the aun: 
men Intereſt of Chriſt. I. 30 % ng 
How eminentiy his God a apes with lim in his 
younger Years, of, Miniſtry, ſome of you ate 
vet Witneffes;, tho many are fallen aſl 


as 


Happy 1 it PEAK be ſo confirmed i in they bes | 


ginning of bis Race, a conktrain'd; by he 
Love of Cha eb thirſt: for 16] Lenne en 
of: precious Souls. \Bux 6 117 he Hood in 

he. Temple; pr bi. all the Words 1 of this Life, 
= choug Kficro þ or big: U 
more, by, 4ntreducing Fhings in 
Worſhip, as made him « Cenfeſſor and il itneſi 4 
Sacſtcloth againſt unſc criptural. Tmpoſitions... 82 He 
kept himſeltpure; by obeying, his Light. He 
cou'd not warp nor diſſemblę his Principles or 
Convictions: : Vet would: not. judge | the Li- 
berty of others; which count is truly dle 
Virtue of Moderation ; and. in him it was 
company 'd with ſo much Humility, and atk 
denial, that it's ſtrange,.,apy. could hate 2 
or caſt. bim cut for God's, Name 's fake. 


Years ago, apprehending that LY ery mox 


promote the Kingdom of. 
Thoughts to beſtow. L good 


2 of th 


Labours on the poor e People, being 


accepted of all about he never c 
eee 9 his Ghach, har a 
dain'd;z9 confer; wit us, his}Juniors,, hoy. 0 
let f eas "the; Campion. Sal bog 'T oct 


— 9—-r. . da 
(a Fire yet. burning) he; freely .concurr'd to 


v and Trance 
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Work alſo was (hut not by our Choice) driven 


and form the Minds of ſome Sons of the 


"Ys 


Sons of Violence, he was content to labour 


— 


2 
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on the Deut of Mi. James Forbes. 29 


Very ſollicitous he ever Was to raiſe in our * 
Churches achely, learned; painful Miniſtry, 
that might be. indeed the Glory of Obriſt, and 
who having taſted the Grace of Godin their 
own Regeneration, might be hopeful to raiſe 
him a holy Seed: For generally it will fare 
with Religion in this World, according to 
the Spirit and Temper of the Miniſtry. © In 
the publick Seboals of the Prophets, there was no 
Admittance for: our Louth, but upon ſuch i 
Terms as our, Neighbours well know, and the 
Reaſons ande Deſign thereof. Hence this 


into Corners, nor unmoleſted there: Our 
Elij 4b ſometime labour'd himſelf to cultivate. 


Prophets, not in vain. And ſince that, he 
other wiſe aſſiſted divers worthy Students 
that needed; which is a labour of Love to 
Chriſt's, Name, that certainly follows him. 
When his Miniſtry to you was interrupted by 


in ahather- Field, as Providence gave Op- 
portunity. But when a Door was open d for 
his Return to the! Flock of Slaughter, and you 
recalled him to hit en, no tempting Advan- 
tages could detain him. From that Day he 
finiſh'd his Courſe in feeding this beloved 
little Flock; ſuffering yet ſome impotent 
Rudeneſſes at times; but prudent Patience di- 
verted greater Storms; His decent Habitation 
God guarded, and ſpread his Table with 
envyd Plenty in the Sight of Fooliſh Ene- 
mies: Granting him, on a ſmall Revenue, 
to live in good Figure, and by. means of lau- 
dable Frugalityy to beſtill seady to Offices of 
Charity to Pope Brethren and to Strangers: 
o did his Feicb werk by: Love. Aud ee 1 
pt 17 | 4 [1- 
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a Chriſtian Biſhopy e was given: vitality 
and age ger Works, 0 ar ig: Out his vary 
bt te Tinngry, and. well 3 
he had in othes, to 7 
6 Wiför poor Churches av e 
ſuch Congregatios 
5: and as the Lip of a Rig hfidky/ 
al many 70 was:ths manner of his Cofverſe 
with a Country People, who-would Ma 10 
upon his Läps; and thair Haare hum © withi 


them, while he; Hue e Jeſus, did 
Se, 


tall with 1him — of 
To any that enqwired of Hit «the Way of 
God, he was ever-ready: to ſhew that 60 
od Way. 20 Sutld It betoms me to fie 
Judge on his Leatning und“ Abllieies, by 
comparing them with oO; but this 
you will albgſtow-me'to 
rance, be Was gol Aan, and an kble 

ſter, firm Aciil fatthifuł in grtut Terptatiôn; 


a Man of un Rasrileut Sphiti; fav Hen ſordi 1 


gs: and baſe Fedr of Men; His 

Tetper feet and calm; bis Cohwerfdtion 
lowly, „ * and unſpotted in all 
Changes of Times, * and therefore his Me- 
mory is bleſſed; but Poſterity hs left none, 
ſave eee Chi 7 me! begeben US the 


Goſpel. 

After a Gracious, Fairkful God: had in 
him through all this Labour and Travel; 
ng che Doctrine he taught, he 
lived to ſee 2 more Meurnful State of Ne- 
liglon, M in Diſſunters and others, in qut- 


et Times : Very thfratniſig erer Baek- 
ſhdibgs from Paths an and te Coneithes 9 
riow-univerfally cbnfeſſed: Pteuchers; 
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lineſs wire ver much loſt, as the beſt Obſer- 


vers and Judges on all Sides ha ve gomplainid 


for an Age paſt; but the immędiate Cauſ 
thereof ars not iſo agræad. Marty fell aw 
from the grand Doctrines of ::Chriſtianiry. 
Family. Religion grew into 'negtet; and Ho- 
ly Zeal in Matters of Worſtüp, ſunk into a 
fatal Indifference: Some Diſſfenters forgot 


What theit Fathers had attained In Church 222 


* 


Diſcipline, and the riſing Generation ſeemid 


weary of the Strictneſs of the Pious Puri- 
bans. g e e 
This awaken'd his Zeal to attempt ſome 
Recovery in his own Province: To which 
end, for Three Summers, he procur'd a Le- 


* 


cture to be preach d in Glocefler, by divers 
Miniſters, [aligning each Man his Subjects 
for the Near, Which were always the great 
Things of the Law and the Goſpel, ſuch as our 
Lord Chriſt himſelf, and his Apoſtles moſt 
inſifted on for Converſion and Edification, 
and thus we ought 'to be Fellow Helper: to abe 
„ 5225} Ib Tre 51 28603 

As his Lot was in the Latter Days,” he took 
ſome Obſervation of Times from  Scriprure-Pro- 
phecy, but with great Sobriety and Modeſty, 
aiming moſt to diſcern the proper Duty of the 


P J 


2 0 


Day as che enquiring Prophets did, 1 Per. 1. 


10,14. No Man dare ſay, that the Books of 
Daniil and Revelation cannot be profitably ſtu- 
dy'd, though the Men of Computation have 
ſo frequently erred therein. And ſometimes 
like a Watchman, he would awfully tell us, 
what of the Night ; when the Lion hath roared, 
and the Lord God bath ſpoken, who can but Pro- 
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During his laſt Sickneſs, he meditated on 
Three or Four Texts for publick Uſe, and 
according to the: Wiſdom given to him, pre- 
ar'd to help their Faith and Joy, and his 
Lord found him ſo doing. He ſeem'd indeed 
not to reckon his End quite ſo near, but was 
no way ſurpriz d when it came; for he had 
.oft pleaſantly ſaid, My Affairs are ſettled for 
'this World, and that to come; I am ready: Hap- 
24- PY Soul! bleſſed is that Servant. Living and 
Dying Chriſt Jeſus was his Righteouſneſs and 
Strength, his Hope, his Joy, and all his Sal- 
vation. ; 3 n 
This was our Man of God. Thus God was 
with him; and being took from us, well may 
we, with the deſerted Prophet, cry out, 
Mbere is the Lerd God of Elijah? for ſurely in 
this Loſs, we all ſuffer a ſore Rebuke. © 
And now, 1. Will any blame us, that like 
Eliſha we bemoan our felves on this Account? 
Our Friend ſleeps in Jeſus, and his Body we 
can committ to:reſt in the Grave, where the 
wicked ceaſe from traubling, in aſſured Hope 
that the Spirit of Jeſus dwelling in him, will 
alſo raiſe up him by Jeſus ; and thus Jahns 
. Diſciples took up and bury'd his Beheaded 
Body, and went and told Feſus what had befallen 
them, conſulting him what they muſt now do, 
in want of ſuch a Maſter ; but ſurely they 
reſented their deſolate Condition; and we 
that are ſo bereaved, have like need to go and 
tell Jeſus, our kind, compaſſionate Jeſus, our 
reſent Grief and Wound. Can any be ſo 
Rapid as not to feel the Smart of this Stroak, 
or not conſider that the Righteous, Faithful 
and Gogd Man is taken away? Or dare any 
deſpiſe ſuch Chaſtening of the Lord? Thi 
1ofs indeed is but of one Man; but he is one k 
the 
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dn the laſt of his Order, and ſo its the more likely 
1d that he is removed from the Rwil to come. Ano»: Ifa. 57. 2 
e- ther at the nęxt City (Reverend Mr. Jobn 

us Meaver of Hereford) being taken to reſt ſcarce 

ed a Month before, allow me atleaſt; like Or- 

as phan-Eliſna, to cry out, My Father, my Father? 

ad my Guide, my Friend, my Loving and 

for Faithful Counſellor : Ay. Father indeed, for 

p- this Day I muſt remember that affectionate 

nd and Solemn Charge he gave me Twenty 

ad Three Years ago, in the Name of the Lord: 

i- Jeſus, from Fob:'#+. 15; to fted his Sbeep and his 

* Lambs, Ah my Father my tender, truſty, 

as and prudent, patient Father; I am pained 

ay for thee at my very Heart. This Man ob 

at, God ſtood for us all 2 1 

in admoniſhing us to provide, like againſt 

5 a Flood, and nie che fame Noah, he alfa Heb. 17. 
ke ſtood in the Breach, interceding for our 


2ek. 
62 Land 5 do I need move you to reient ſuch::a vp Hs 
ve | Loſs? Our Day, ye ſee, grows cold and 
he dark. Is it not fad then to lofe ſo warm 


pe a Light ? An exemplary: Teacher and Re- 
Wl I prover? Moſt Men ſeek their own Things 


15 more than Chriſt's; and is it not then grie- 
ed vous to loſe one more, of fewithat are of a 
en Publick, Catholick Spirit? Woe is me. for 
o, that mad Spirit of Diſcord and Diviſion ra- 
: ging thro” all the Land, even when the Ro- 
ve | mens are at our Gates? bs it not ſore to be 
ad then bereaved of a Son of Dewey one of a 
loving, healing, forbearing Spirit; a true 
ſo Minifter of 1 Ah how faſt che 
k, Age declines into all Worldlineſs and Senſu- 
ul ality! How fad is it then to part with any 
1 more of a.Heavenly Temper and Deſign ? 
* Clouds ſeem big with Divine Vengeance 
1 npon impenitem — 5 _ 
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what can be then a more fearful Omen, than 


for God to call from us thoſe of a Mourning, 


Praying Spirit? Ah my Father, my Father! the 


Chariots of Iſrael, and the Horſemen thereof! | 


- :Merthinks in this one Man we ſuffer a Thou- 
Pand Loſſes: All his good Offices to our 
trembling Nat ion and ſickly Churches, ceaſe 
for ever: From this Pulpit you ſhall hear 
him no more: No more will he warn or bleſs 
you in the Name of the Lord. Can there be 
any one among you that feels no Smart in 
this Separation? Weep not för him, but weep 


for your ſelves; and oh! that a painful Senſe 


cf this Affliction may diſpoſe you all to re- 
ceive Inſtruction this Db VyV © 
2. Can ye tell yet, now that Elijab is 


gone, Where 3s the Lord his God ? Or that he 


remains no leſs with you? It's rare to ſee. or 


hear now of his gracious Goings, even in the 
Sanctuary, of which our Fathers have told 


us. Doubrleſs God is yet in our Nation; 


but where doth his Grace appear? Where are 


his wonted Operations to reſcue, heal, and 


fave Souls? Where is his Arm revealed with 


the Word ? Of many high Places and Famous 
Societies, even Splendid Churches now in the 
World we may ſay, God is not there: nor will 
he dwell in Temples that become Dens of 
Thieves, or Synagogues of Satan, Mic. 3. 1, to 
8.— 2. 7. The Unclean Spirit dwells in the 


Antichriſtian Crew of incurable Revolters, 


where no Footſteps of his remain, in repreſ- 
ſing Evils, or cheriſhing true Goodneſs. They 
left God and Chriſt, and his Truths and Ways. 
and then he left them; and at this Day, tho 


he viſits ſuch Nations with ſore Plagues, 


they return not yet to him. It's true indeed, 
that Jeſus, the powerful, careful Head of the 
| e Church, 
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Church, not only ſits at the Father's Right 


Hand, in full Execution of all his Friendly 


Offices for his Members below ; but he is ſtill 
among them in Spirit, and ſo is in his Hoh 


Temple, Pſal. 11..4.. Rev. 2. 1. He is able to 


revive his good Work, and his ſlain Witneſles, 
He will never quite forſake his Pilgrim- 
Church on Earth, nor. ſuffer his Faithfulneſs 
to fail: The Glorious .Second Adam will e- 
ver raiſe a Spiritual Seed to bear his Name to 
all future Generations, Pſal. 22. 30, 31, Fi | 
53. 10. and he will dwell among them, 2 Cor. 

6. 16. But ſo rarely do we now find him ſo 
doing, that we may jultly ſay, Where js the 
Lord? His ſignal Proyidences towards us in 
Twenty Four Years paſt, do utterly forbid us 
to ask, as Iſrael did in Exod. 17,7. Is the Lord 


among us or not? Or to ſay as they in Ia. 97 
the 


II, 12. Whereis he that brought them up out of 


Sea, with the Shepherd of his Flock? But as to 


the Out-goings of his victorious Grace, we 
may ſay, Whither is he retir'd ? His Beloved 
ſought him, and found him not: Is he now found 
Walking, Building, Planting, and Blefling 
in his Churches, as he was wont? Add. 3. 26. 
Is he in the Miniſtry of the Word, cauſing it 
to work effectually ? 1 Theſſ. 2. 13. Is he ſeen 


in our Sacred Aſſemblies, filling his Houfe 


with Glory, breathing Life, Strength and 
Conſolation into his Worſhippers ? Is he war- 


ming our Hearts, and hallowing our Families 


as heretofore ? Ah, where is the clear Proot 
hereof? It would be a bleſſed Token to us, if 
a like glorious Spirit did fill and cloath us Mi- 
niſters, and other Chriſtians, as reſted abun- 
dantly on our Predeceſſors: Or if his Word 
were of Power to compel many Sinners to 
haſten into the City a and to 5 
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With * us, it coul Srear Fi Ng Who is 
ali us ; the Worm. Jacob mig r Hhreſh the 
Moi ans, He that ſo reſtoreth Ouls, would 


on us in our Works, and appear for us àt 


t. need, Iſa. $1.9,'to.' and truly no leſs can 
WH us ſafe, chrdu . this Evil World, there- 
fore ſhould we be urgent for God's Good Pre- 


rom the. Wor 
er F God, and f0. ao e 


fence, as Miſes, in Exod. 33. z to 17. But : 


can We a. * ſuch Tokens nov, that the Lord 
God of Elijah is Ni us? Or if we have not 
Koen el Signs, muft we nor ſay, Where "i 
the Cork? 


What can we think; if cheſe or the like | 


Sympioms are found on us? 

Many unclean, irchrifiiag Spirits broke 
1015 and overturning all true Religion in the 
Land,” pen Adverſaries to Truth, Holineſs 


and Lo * oppoſi ing and abhorring all Refor- 


mation. 


2. Profeſſors iiſcrably divided by Ovivighs, 


Paffions and Intereſts, like Ephraim and Ma- 


naſſeh againſt Judah, Ila. 6.41: By which Alie- 


nations holy Zeal is detto d, TP; are of- I 


tended and turn alice. 
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80 Our Fountains are poiſon d, and Foun- 
dations fxpp'd: Youth generally forſake the 
God of er — 2.5 W of Families are 
profaned as others, ects, and indul; - 
ing Vouthful Laſts and Diforders. 1 5 ; 

4. Late Hopeful' Appearances to recover a 
Prindcive Spirit of Sincerity, Self-Denial _ 
Brotherly Love among the Reformed, 
ſenſibly loſt, and the Vows of a Time of Ad 

| "— are forgotten. 

. Manifold! new Alarms of Won 
do! little affect auy of us, or move us to prepare 
to meet the Lord, In. 26, 10, 11. Jer. 3.7. 

6. Diſmal Clouds gather over all the Refor- 

med Churches; and the Proteſtant Reforma- 

tion it ſelf viſibly loſes Ground every where, 

and the moſt inveterate Enemy thereof re- 
joiceth againſt it, with freſh Tor of its 
Total Subverſion and Extirpation. 

J. There ſeems to be little A my undenſtan- 

ding of the Times:” God's People knew not the 
Fudgment of thiir God; they ſee not his Name, Iſa. 1. 2. 
hear not the Voice of his Rod, as Men of 
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is J Wiſdom would do: They ſeem not to per- 
cebive his preſent Warnings or Counſels, nor j 
ke fee to him, and yet are full of Fears and * 
9 Complaints; their Hearts are ready to faint | 
ke and fail chro' terrible Expectations. We all con- + 
he 7 fefs chat the Holy one might juſtly diſown and 4 
eſs A teftifie againſt us, when our Spot is not the 4 
r- | Spot of his Children. We have not duly ho- þ 
I nourdhim for his great Salvations. Sinners Neb. 9. ; 
ns, | are not put to Shame: Many act in high 34» 35 0 
la- Contempt of God: Others ſpare not to boaſt 
je- how ready they are to act over again all their 
of- | Outrages againſt their Brethren; and where 


then'is 'the Lord? Or what Proofs have we, 
that he has not rejected us? Oh that we Jer 5. 28, 
ur Would enquire ! 3. Bac ** 
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3- But in vain ſhall we now ſo enquire, 
if we do no more. Therefore, as ever we 
deſire to find God with us, to heal our Diſ- 
orders, and avert our Fears, we mult return 
to our Beginnings, Rev. 2. 5. Let us then 
all return to the Lord, and to his Word, to 
ſeek and keep his Teſtimonies, and he will 
return to us, Fer. 3. 12.—-4. 1, 2, 3, 4.—J. 2, 
3 For that is the Rule of his Covenant: 
This greatly concerns us; for do we not all 
plainly ſee, how much we need both the 
Preſence of his good Spirit of Grace for every 
good Work in our hand, Job. 15. 5. and his 
Providential appearing in our Favour ? P/al. 23. 
1, 2. Oh then, that in hope of both, we 
would return to our God without any Guile, 
Reſerve or Delay. : + has 
1. This Exhortation I direct to you of this 
bereaved Church, under the preſent Rebuke, 
Conſider your Ways, and correct your Miſcar- 
riages. Long, very long ye had a precious 
Treaſure in this Earthen Veſſel that is now 
broken: But ſhould ye not be humble, that 
under ſuch Miniſtry, ye grew no more divine, 
{ſpiritual and fruitful to God ? Be not as the 
Fool that has no Heart yet to get Wiſdom. 
This Stroke is full of Speech to the hearing 
Ear; and this one Thing it ſays to you, Ye 
are to hear and ſee your late Paſtor no more; 
therefore remember what ye have heard and 
ſeen in him, and bewail your poor Improve- 
ment rhereby, A&. 29. 31. Never forget the 
Truths he taught you; the eſſential, ſavin 
Truths of the Goſpel; nor forget his Zeal 
for Truth, Holineſs and Peace: He taught 
you by Word and Deed : He left you a Pat- 
tern of Piety, Charity, and univerſal Fide- 
lity to God and Man; of walking orderly 
2 7 


3 — 8 * — - * 1 = * 4 7 
+ NJ. "TX. Ax = 
> » n 3 2 r N % ” 8 
o 85 r F » 5 * 5 8 
r 2954 1 n 7 . 3 N * 7 x . 
a . N CCC 3 1 F * q <2 q L 1 . 


— 8 — 1 


8 


d A SS “ 


1. 


} 


er DF + 


mM << OO rey 


5 1 — ah — ä * 7 — 0 SRL "tne 93 
on the Death of Mr. James Fofbeès. 


* 8 


a —_——— 


in God's Houſe and your own. I hear Com- 
plaints of Diſorders, "_ common in Chri- 
ſian Families. God is forgotten or robbed : 
The holy Seed is profaned by Ignorance and 
indulged Luſts : But remember your Paſtor's 
Family, for your Conviction, and not Con- 
demnation: Tread his Footſteps, and then, 
tho Elijab is dead, ye ſhall know that the 
great Shepherd lives, caring for you; who 
having the Reſidue of Spirit, may yet raiſe 
you Paſtors after his own Heart, Fer. 3. 14, 15. 
Tho', perhaps, not ſo full of Treaſure as this 
broken Veſſel was: But inſtead of further 
Exhortation to you, I refer to his own Letter, 
wherein he, loving his own to the End, has told 


you all his Heart: Yea, good Lord, grant, 


it may fink into yours, and ſo reach its End. 

I will only add, As ye have obtained Mer- 
cy, ye are Debtors to Sinners who have not: 
Wherefore, even for your ſakes take the beſt 
Care ye can, that this great Breach be well 
filled with convenient ſpeed ; and in going 
about that Work, watch unto Prayer ; for right 
Paſtors are a ſingular Bleſſing from Chritt : 


Commit this Affair often to him, and proceed 
wiſely ; for what is once well done, is twice 
done. It will be a Mercy extending to your 


Neighbours, if you obtain of the Lord a 


Succeſſor in the ſame Spirit and Purpoſe as the 


Deceaſed: He has mark'd out your Way in 
that gracious Advice he prepared for you: A 
better Legacy he could not give you, and I 
know, he was perſuaded, that you would 
take good heed to his laſt Words; ſo do and 


vater Go not a Step without God before 
you: Cheriſh mutual Love and Peace, and 


the God of Peace crown your Work : Give 
no Occaſion to watchful Enemies to reproach 
f your 
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your Conduct, as raſh, fooliſn, or factious. 
Do all in a ſedate, humble, ſerious Spitit, 
and as you may anſwer it to the great Biſhop of 
Souls, that it was the beſt you could do to 
maintain his Honour and Intereſt in the 
World, and to repair this Tabernacle for him 
to dwell in. ot f rr ae, 
2. Foraſmuch as this doleful Occafion has 
drawn together a few younger Miniſters, 
with other Sons of the Prophets, I humbly 
intreat, that we may all Practically remem- 
ber the Spirit and Example of our Elijah, and 


oh may we obtain like Grace for Imitation 


that it may appear the Lord is with us, as he 
was with our Fathers. If the ſame Mind be 
in us as ſhined in this Man of God; if our 
very Hearts believe that commanding Truth 
which he choſe for his Motto, Suprema Opti- 
ma; if we take hold on that Inſtruction 
which he conſtantly added to it in all his 
Books, Fugit Hora. Ora. Labora, and do accor- 
dingly; ſo far following him as he followed 
Chriſt, in our private Converſation, and in 

the Houſe of God, reverencing the Wiſdom 
of our Lord, adhering to his Rule, and acting 
for him in his own Spirit; then may we alſo 
make our Prayer to bim; and be ſhall hear and own 
us, and e ſhall pay him our Vows, Job 22, 26, 27. 
Let it not be grievous to any of us, that once 
again I call ro mind a few Things that we have 


ſeen or aſſuredly heard of this our Elijah. His 


ſolemn Seriouſneſs at entring the Miniſtry 


and Paſtoral Office, not without extraordi- 


nary Thoughtfulneſs, and much fervent Pray- 
er for Divine Direction and Determination. 
His rare Diligence in private Study, even to 
old Age, redeeming his Mornings, the very 
Flower of Time for that uſe. His thirſtiog 


tor 
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for the Conv rſion of Sinners, that Gods 
Hauſs might b filled, a and ot Fxhorring us 


His Induſtry 85 hing all Sorts, and in 5 
*Orms.; ; 38g SP ly. 22500 5 1 by 
never di Gain tO, Catechi Public! 
Stedfaftne! in, Pure, Evang 
experiencing how God and C ct i pag Lie 
it to himſelf and his Hearers. His concern 
that the riſing Generation | Miniſters ſhould 
alſo adorn; that Doctrine y excellent holy 
Converſation. His candid,” publick Spirit, 
and his Enlargement of. Heart to ſerve.all 
the Churches, as he had Seer 
loving and peaceable Spirit, and lovely Con- 
deſcenſion for Peace- ſake, 2 it might be 
had with Trut lers i ood C 12 ſcience. . F 
Readineſs to reſtore Love and Concord by all 
good. Offices, towards Reconciliation. His 
idelity to a good. Caule ; inſharp Trials, wor- 
thy to be had in werlaſting Remembrance. 
Hs amiable Humility and Readineſs to com- 
municate to the meaneſt of us his Thoughts 


and Counſels : His Regret for Profeſſors de- 


clining to Worldlineſs, Pride, and every mo- 
diſh Vanity. His true mourning for the late 
Eruption of all manner of Wickedneſs and 
Licentiouſneſs, Which in former Years ſince 
the Revolution had, been in part reſtrain d and 
put out of Countenance. His Gare for a Suc- 
ceflion of Learned and oly. Miniſters, and 


for the Continuance of the Reformation with: 


us, his Hearts trembling as Eli's for the Ark of 
God, and deliberating thereupon what Prote- 
ſtants ought to do. His exemplary Zeal for 

good Works, and his gefierous Hoſpitality to 
E Brethren and to Strangers. His affectio- 
nate Care for his ee Flock, that Aer 
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for whoſe Encouragement he had ever uſedto 
keep by him a ſmall Stock of Money to lend 
Five or Ten Pounds, or more, freely, to 
ſerve them at Times of need; which fort of 
Lending with Diſcretion, is a true Charity, 
and commended oft in Scripture, as Deut. 15. 
7, 8, 70. Pſpf. 37. 26.— 1 12, 5." Luke 6. 34, 30. 
Theſe and the like Beauties we faw in this 
Good Man, this plain-hearted Hraelite. like Na. 
thanael ; and they leave a ſweet Perfume on 
his Name and Profeſſion. I have recollected 
them for your-uſe, that we may all adore that 
Grace that made him ſo Faithful and Imita- 
ble; may be humbled for our own many De- 
fects, and may be excited to preſs forward, 
Hebr. 12. 1, 2. Moſes my Servant is dead; now 
therefore Jolla, riſe, Joſh. t. 1, 2. So let ts 
ſet forward, and hold on; and oh! may we 
hold out too, and*iniſh ſo well as our Elijah, 
who in thus doing, did ſo eaſily and placidly 
975 himſelf and all to God's Sovereign Di- 
po IJ. Ll 7 SITS = "> 49 FEM 31 5 
f 3. Finally T turn to you in one ſhort Word, 
who have tong<careleſly and unprofitably heard 
the Word of God from this 61d Prophet in 
this Place. Do you not yet hear a louder | 
Voice of Warning in his perpetual Silence? 
Or when will ye hear? Was not this « Manor 
God indeed, and the Word in his Mouth, was 
it not the Truth of God? As 1 King. 17. 24. 
Why then did ye not believe him, and chuſe 
the Path of Life ? I think ye alſo ſeem'd to 
honour him, and would be glad when the 
Lord calls you, to die the Death of the 
* 1 Risghtecus. 
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Righteous. It may be, ſome of you were 


* 


* 


ſway'd by his Example and Influence to do 


many good Things; as the young King was 
by. & 2 Chron. 


e Venerable old .Prieft, 2 Chron. 24. 2, 


But God grant that upon the ceaſing of that 


Influence, none of you ceaſe to do well, as he 
did, v. 17, 18. and yet this is to be fear'd of 
all who ſtop ſhort of true Converſion : How 


long will ye receive the Grace of God in vain! 
Or how think ye to eſcape in neglecting great 


Salvation? Hep. 2. 3: How long indeed | This 
old Prophethas done what he could : He now 
warns and intreats you no more. He prays 
and mourns no more for you, nor ever ſhall ; 
but ye ſhall know another Day, that there hath 
been 4 Propbet among you, Ezek. 2. 5, and his 
Judgment is with the Lord his God, whether ye 
be gathered to Chriſt or not. But will ye 
ever be gompell d by our Perſwaſions, to flee 
rom the Wrath to come, and get into the 


Sinners Sanctuary ? Oh how will ye hereafter 


ſee the Face of the King that ſent to invite 


you, and even the Face of this his Ambaſſa- 
dor ? Be aſham'd, be heartily humbled for 


your Impenitence and Diſobedience hitherto, 
and God keep you from judicial hardening, 
that yet ye may ſavingly hear Chriſt's Voicg 
in-any..good Miniſtry remaining with you. 
To Day. To Day, if ye will hear his Voice, for 
the Fudge is at the Deor, ready to appear in 
Temporal and Eternal Judgment. If Con- 
tempt and Abuſe of the Goſpel ſhould at laſt 
draw upon us ſome proportioned Miſeries, as'tis 
now very likely, would ye not then cry, Where 
is the God of gn: * Where is this pray- 


ood ſo long in the Gap? Are 


* 


ye not afraid leſt he be a Witneſs of your Un- 
: towardneſs, and make Interceſſion againſt you, as 
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9 Rom 11. 2. O deliver your owt Souls, 1 
bk ſeeking to God in Chrift; who ſtands yet 
knocking at the Door. Ceaſe not your Cry, 
till ye find acceſs into his Grace: Is hape 
need to lamem after the Lord this Day, and 
give him no Reſt till he come and convert and 
Heal * you: If with true Contrition ye did look 
to him, he would yet be gracious and bind up 
Four Wounds, alid dwell among ycu, Ha. 5 
15, 18. and by this ye would beſt know where 
is the Lord 'Godwf* Elijabè Call to mind the 
faithful Admonitions and Calls 5e have had 
from the Lord by that Man, whoſe Face 5e 
ſee no more, and let chem ar aft ſink into 
your Hearts; and appear tow in new Obedi- 
ence, as Sesd that had lon! ng ſeemed to be bu 
ry'd under the Clods, pon og joyful Har- 
veſt: Thus may ye all know the a | 
55 our Peace, Peters N hid - from” 7 
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Bo HERE is now Printing on a near klaut 
Letter, The Second Edition in 12”: of, 


Familiar Enquiry; concerning 1. The His 
Rule of God's Worſhip... 2. The Order 
2d Diſcipline of Chriſt in his Particular Churches: 
Price 4 4. or 3 5. 6 d. a Dozen. 
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